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2018 THEME:
CHANGING THE WORLD WITH COURAGE
Priorities: SPIRIT OF JOY
Goals: TAKING CARE OF SELF

PHYSICALLY & SPIRITUALLY

Social Action Event:
“CRIMINALIZATION OF COMMUNITIES OF COLOR
AND MASS INCARCERATION”
A National Priority Issue
The East and West Districts will hold this Social Action event on
Saturday, April 7th
8:45 a.m. until noon
St. Matthew United Methodist Church
2540 E. Baseline Rd., Mesa, AZ
Cost is $7.00 which includes a light breakfast.
Be sure to invite your family, friends, and neighbors….in fact, invite
everyone!....to this informative session.
For more information, contact Nancy Jamison, Conference Social
Action Coordinator at 602-295-4882 or email nancyjam@cox.net
The registration form is located at the following Desert Southwest
Conference United Methodist Women website:
https://dscumc.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/2018-East-West-Social
-Action-Registration.pdf
REGISTRATION DEADLINE IS MARCH 31ST
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LEGACY ROCK-A-THON
Have you registered your team for the Legacy Rock-A-thon? Even if you will be rocking at home,
we want to know who is participating. March 6 is the deadline to register so we can make sure we
are ready for your team.
East and West District United Methodist Women
ROCK-A-THON
March 10, 2018
9:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m.
Cross in the Desert United Methodist Church
12835 N 32nd Street, Phoenix, Arizona
What a great day of networking and sharing while in mission. Our goal is to raise $7,500 for the
Legacy Fund. There are many ways for you to participate.
1. Sign up to be a rocker – either on site or at home (register online, https://dscumc.org/
event/umw-eastwest-district-rock-thon/)
2. Sponsor a rocker
3. Set up a team of up to four to participate
4. Collect donations of gift cards for prizes (contact Carla Whitmire, cmwhitmire@gmail.com,
if you have donations)
5. Offer a rocking chair for the event (if you are not able to transport to Cross in the Desert,
we will arrange transport)
How does a rock-a-thon raise money?
Rockers are recruited to partake in the Rock-a-thon activities and solicit donations prior to event
day. Rockers “rock” individually or in teams of up to 4 in a rocking chair for four hours. You will be
amazed at the amount of support and generosity that your friends, family members, and business
contacts give you, simply because you ask for their support.
Please consider how you can participate in the East and West District United Methodist
Women Rock-a-thon and continue to support the mission of United Methodist Women to
women, children, and youth around the world.
Carla Whitmire
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Why do we need the Legacy Fund?
The United Methodist Women is an organized group of women that have been acting boldly in mission for nearly 150 years. We have been mission driven since the year 1869 and still continue in
mission and are advocates in areas of Climate Justice, Economic Inequality, Global Justice and
Peace, Human Trafficking, Immigration Justice, Maternal and Child Health, Peace Building, and
Racial Justice: Mass Incarceration of Communities of Color, and Women’s Rights.
We have come a long way since that dark and stormy night in Boston, March 23, 1869. By participating in and supporting the Legacy 150 fundraiser YOU play an important role in preparing the
groundwork to ensure that we as an organization, move forward in mission for another 150 years.

The Legacy Fund is a permanent endowment with generated income that will enable United Methodist Women to distribute grants and scholarships, coordinate work with mission personnel and
make needed upgrades to technological and communication systems and more. The Legacy Fund
will ensure a regular source of support for these core expenses of being in mission. It will enable
United Methodist Women to enhance programming and launch new initiatives to address emerging
needs of women, children and youth.
The United Methodist Women National Leadership Team courageously set a goal of $60 million for
the Legacy Fund. If that is not stepping out in faith and hope, I don’t know what is! I am pleased to
let you know that we are a third of the way to reaching that goal. The endowment fund now has a
balance of $17.4 million. The Desert Southwest Conference, from inception of the campaign back in
2014 through August 2017, has contributed a total of $25,335.61. That is awesome!

Make A Donation

Please make checks payable to United Methodist Women.

Currently, we are not able to take credit card donations.
Name: __________________________________________________________________________
Church: _________________________________________________________________________
Email: ____________________________________________ Phone: _______________________
Rocker Sponsoring: ________________________________________________________________

Amount of Donation: _________
Please mail or email by March 6 to:
Carla Whitmire
207 W. Bluefield Ave. ~ Phoenix, AZ 85023
cmwhitmire@gmail.com

If the word isn’t getting out,
United Methodist Women are losing out.
Please be sure to share the information in this newsletter with those
who don’t have access to a computer or printer.
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN MAKING A DIFFERENCE
West District just finished its second Leadership Development Days at Lakeview United Methodist Church on Feb. 10th. It was so exciting to meet, greet and train with the
leaders of many of the West District’s churches United Methodist women.
Training is such an important part of our organization. Sometimes there are changes in the way
things are done and we are able to share that information with our counterparts in the local units.
But, more than that it is exciting to get to know our members better – share issues that we all encounter and form a network that we all can depend upon for new ideas and assistance, when needed.
Many of us just celebrated United Methodist Sunday – and I was proud to not only share the history
of the UMW, we had displays of our projects and the many missions that we give to. We urged participation in our efforts at the Rock-A-thon which is raising money for the Legacy Fund. We have
discovered that the more we share with our congregation about our activities, the more they want to
help. It is absolutely contagious.
So keep your activities and the mission work you support in front of your congregation at all times. A
bulletin board, a small table boasting a display of UMW books from the Reading Program, and an
occasional insert in the Sunday Bulletin will insure that your congregation will know “what we are all
about”!
One of the points I felt I needed to make during my talk on Sunday was this: there are times that
I’ve heard people say that they don’t want to hear politics in church. They want to have their spiritual renewal each Sunday. If you read Matthew 25: 32 -40 (40 “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you,
whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’) you
know that in today’s world, our work for Jesus is political. Feeding the poor, fighting injustices, all of
those issues…that is where we United Methodist Women are right there on the front lines.
Be proud to be a United Methodist Woman and be knowledgeable about what you and your sisters
are all about. Be courageous for Christ.
Grace and Blessings,

Cheryl Buchholtz,
President, ckbuchholtz@cox.net

UPCOMING LOCAL UNIT EVENTS
FIRST UMC - Glendale, 7102 N. 58th Dr., Glendale, AZ 85301-2434
MAY 5, 12:30 p.m. – Spring luncheon, Fellowship Hall
DEC. 1, 2:00 p.m. – Annual Christmas Tea, Fellowship Hall
FIRST UMC – Sun City, 9849 N. 105th Ave., Sun City, AZ 85351-4706
MAR. 23, 11:30 a.m. – Fashion Style Show and Luncheon
GILA MOUNTAIN UMC - Yuma, 12716 N. Frontage Rd., Yuma, AZ 85367-7744
MAR. 10, 11:30 a.m. – Annual Spring Mission Luncheon & Style Show, cost is $10.00
DEC. 8, 2:00 p.m. – Annual Christmas Tea, cost is $10.00
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United Methodist Women Rock to the Clock
Remember Rock 'n Roll? Remember when we used to do freedom-from-hunger
walks? Or marches for human rights, or building funds or other worthy causes?
Remember the mile of quarters to gather funds for chapel repairs? Remember the
vitality, verve, and enthusiasm that went into planning and implementing these enormous, memorable events? Well, now is the chance for ladies in the West District to
rock and roll into a new era of support for the United Methodist Women Legacy Fund.
Most of us gave up rock 'n roll some time ago, along with ice skating and the twist. Marches and
long walks are still favorites of some; but what we can all do, and do very well, is rock. What grandmother has not had many years (and miles) of rocking in her favorite rocker? Now is the chance to
use that rocking experience for the benefit of many by taking part in the West/East District Rock-athon.
The Rock-a-thon is being held at Cross in the Desert United Methodist Church in Phoenix on March
10th from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. At First United Methodist Church-Glendale, we will have a satellite
group rocking in Fellowship Hall. A video link will keep us in communication with Cross in the
Desert so we can monitor progress of other rockers in the valley. We are seeking 100% participation from all members, either as rockers or as sponsors of rockers. We hope to keep our five chairs
rocking throughout the day. Those who are not rocking or sponsoring will be on hand to feed,
cheer, cajole and otherwise encourage the rockers. Sponsors can make one simple donation or can
pledge to pay per hour of rocking.
The Rock-a-thon is being held to support the United Methodist Women’s 150 Legacy Fund. This
trust fund has been set up for future generations and is in honor of our 150 year anniversary to be
celebrated in 2019. In fact, there has been a five-year celebration which will be the emphasis at this
year's General Assembly in Columbus, Ohio, in May. Donations to the Legacy Fund ensure that the
work of United Methodist Women continues long after we, as individuals, are gone.
All funds for the Rock-a-thon will be collated for submission to the national office by March 23rd for
the Annual Day of Giving (when the amounts are doubled by an unknown donor). Contributions to
the Legacy Fund ensure continuance of United Methodist Women service and advocacy for women,
children and youth from this generation to the next.
Your sister in Christ,

Eva Ndavu, erndavu@yahoo.com
Vice President, West District and President, First United Methodist Church - Glendale

HELP SEND FOUR WOMEN TO ASSEMBLY 2018

There is an opportunity to help fund four Desert Southwest Conference “The Power of Bold” scholarships for Assembly by donating $15.00 in honor or in memory of a United Methodist Women
member that has been a special part of your life. You may honor
more than one woman if you like for $15.00 each. The name of
these women honored will be listed on the website and published
in the Desert Southwest Conference United Methodist Women’s
e-newsletter, The Southwest Winds. You will find the donation
form on our website. https://dscumc.org/united-methodist-women/

Continue to watch the Conference E-Newsletter for updates on Assembly 2018.
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TREASURER’S OUTLOOK
Being new to this financial world of United Methodist Women has been a challenge
and a learning experience for me and I thank you all for being so gracious. During our
training in Yuma last month, a few questions arose. One question was regarding the
local unit’s annual audit. Per the United Methodist Women Handbook, beginning on
page 83 and continuing thru page 85 (copies available upon request):
Annual Audit
“Like each local church, each group of United Methodist Women should have an audit or
financial review each year. Many groups regularly have their own audit separate from that of
their local church. This is the best practice since local church and United Methodist Women
funds should be kept separate.”
Next paragraph: “A full-scale audit may not be warranted if your unit is medium to small. If
this is the case, we recommend a financial review.”
Next paragraph: “….for the local units the audit may be performed by the treasurer of
another local unit or organization or by a committee in the local organization formed for the
purpose of this financial review. This may not be the finance committee.”
The second question that I have been asked by some units is “What are acceptable uses of our
local United Methodist Women funds?” Many ask “why would we send our funds to other parts of
the world when the needs here demand our action?”
Your local unit budget consists of three main categories:
Pledge to Mission – United Methodist Women Mission Giving including Special Mission Recognition, Gift in Memory and World Thank Offerings, etc., always remains at the heart of our
organization. This is why we were organized on a “cold and stormy night” in 1869 and it has
been our guiding purpose ever since.
Administration and Membership Development (A & MD) -- These are the funds you spend locally
to enrich the educational and spiritual growth of your local membership. Funds used for such
things as postage and printing, local LDD (Leadership Development Day) training, district and
conference events, Mission u, Spring Retreat and this May, Assembly.
Mission Locally This allows the local unit to be in mission in its own area. You decide where to
give these funds and do so with our United Methodist Women purpose in mind.
So the question comes down to how much should your local unit allocate to each of these categories? You decide! Traditionally, 60% is for Pledge to Mission, but you may feel that amount is too
big or too small, so your local United Methodist Women unit decides what the right percentage is for
your group. United Methodist Women is all about Mission work, whether global
missions or local needs, it’s all good.
Your sister in Christ,

Michele Justice, SGBD2@outlook.com
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SECRETARY’S TIDBITS
We had great Leadership Development Day (LDD) training events in both Yuma and
Sun City. It was great seeing so many of you, as we do not have many chances to
visit with each other that often. The host churches did an outstanding job and the food
was excellent. I particularly enjoyed being introduced to the little shop in Yuma. If you
haven’t seen it, it is a must see.
At this year’s training, I had so much fun participating in the skit. I hope you all enjoyed it as much
as I did. I believe everyone learned something new from each other; we all had so much good
advice to give. Learning and sharing ideas is what the LDD training events are all about. If you did
not get a chance to go to this training, please be sure to attend next year and encourage the other
officers in your local organizations to attend. You are a part of what makes the United Methodist
Women such a success.
The next fun event we will have will be the Rock-a-thon, March 10, 2018, at the
Cross in the Desert United Methodist Church from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. No,
you don’t have to rock the whole time. I plan to be part of a relay team. This is
going to be so much fun!
God bless you,

Christine Jones, jones.sensei@gmail.com
PROGRAM RESOURCES and
MEMBERSHIP CARE CORNER

The Leadership Development Days are over for this year. Even though the attendance numbers were small in Yuma, I still feel the training was productive. The majority of our West District churches attended Lakeview United Methodist Church, Sun
City. Whether training a small or large group, many different ideas were discussed. Since I hold
two offices this year, I led the classes for Membership and Circles. Sharon Weber substituted for
me in the training for Program Resources.
The Membership Census for 2017 needs to be completed by March 30th. Again I want to stress, if
you are having difficulty with the online process, don’t hesitate to call me for assistance.
I was happy to hand out over 60 reading certificates this year. We have an excellent choice of new
books on the reading lists this year as well as many from years 2013-2017. Remember the more
we read the more we learn and we are never too old to learn. Happy Reading to All.
Your sister in Christ,

Colleen Becker, cbecker14@cox.net
The PURPOSE of United Methodist Women
United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose
purpose is to know God and to experience freedom as whole persons
through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, supportive fellowship; and to
expand concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries
of the church.
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COMMITTEE OF NOMINATIONS’ COMMENTS
This year there will be two chairs for the Committee of Nominations. The cochairs are a dynamic mother-daughter team. We have both served on the
district team for two years as members of the Committee of Nominations.
I am going to take this time to introduce our team for 2018. I am proud to introduce our appointed member, Lila Dell’Aringa. She will be a great help to her new leaders. The
new co-chairs will have some great shoes to fill.
I am Pam Jackson and I am the daughter to my partner Helen Jackson. We are both active in
United Methodist Women and service God at First United Methodist Church - Glendale in different
ways. Helen Jackson sews beautiful clothes for the poorest of the poor children through the Stiches
of Love Program in the Back to School Clothing Drive. She has been a member of United Methodist
Women since 1984. Her interests are sewing, quilting, watching baseball games, and being with
her family.
I have been a member of United Methodist Women for at least 5 years. My interests are reading,
reading and studying the Bible, and writing. One of my favorite writing activities is writing “Faith
Journeys.” I base these on the sermons from my pastor. I believe that I have written 16 of them.
My current ‘Faith Journey” was from the Advent season.
We are still looking for some new members for the Committee of Nominations. We did lose our
newest member, Eva Ndavu, because she accepted the position of District Vice President. Please
take a few minutes to fill out the “My Talent Is – My Passion Is” form that is in your Leadership
Development Day training packet so that we will have some clue of who is interested in holding a
certain position and also to possibly be helpful in miscellaneous projects.
We look forward to serving with you all in 2018.
Co-Chairs of Committee on Nominations,

Helen Jackson, phjackson1@q.com
Pam Jackson, pd-jackson36111@live.com
COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR NOTES
Hope the first quarter of 2018 has been a good and interesting one for you so far.
This year’s Leadership Development Day (LDD) training events in Yuma and Sun
City were attended by many unit officers. We thank you. We cannot know what to
do in our positions if we have not been trained. That is why we do these training events. We want
to help you in any way we can and that includes being available to you throughout the year to answer any questions. We are a team. Let’s make this work! I do want to thank both of those churches for their great hospitality and good food. It helps us when we all feel welcomed.
Upcoming is the Rock-a-thon on March 10th and the social action event on April 7th. More information on these two activities are located in the beginning of this issue of the Cactus Patch.
Thank you to all who submitted articles. It is great reading and learning for all!
God Bless You,

Sharon Weber, sweber08@cox.net
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2018 WEST DISTRICT
LOCAL ORGANIZATION CALENDAR
March 10

Rock-A-Thon Event – East/West District – Cross in the Desert UMC,
12835 N 32nd St, Phoenix

April 7

Social Action Event—“Criminalization of Communities of Color and Mass
Incarceration” - St. Matthew UMC, 2540 E. Baseline Rd., Mesa

May 15

Cactus Patch Article Due

May 18-20

Assembly-Columbus Ohio (open to all UMW ladies / not required
for West District Officers, but can attend at own expense)

July 13-14

Mission u North District/Las Vegas – Advent UMC, 3460 N. Rancho
Rd., Las Vegas, NV

August 3-4

Mission u East/ West Districts –Velda Rose UMC, 5540 E. Main St., Mesa

August 15

Cactus Patch Article Due

August 24-25

Mission u South District – St. Mark’s UMC, 1431 W. Magee Rd., Tucson

October 6

West District Annual Celebration – Trinity – Phoenix
3104 W. Glendale Ave, Phoenix

October 26-27

Conference Annual Celebration – North District - Desert
Spring UMC – 120 Pavilion Center Dr., Las Vegas, NV

November 15

Cactus Patch Article Due
WHEN REPORTS ARE DUE

DUE DATE
Mar. 30

REPORT NAME
Census Report Form

SEND TO
National Website to complete

May 15

Marilyn Jean Chapman Scholarship and
Marilyn Sue Stout Scholarship Applications

District President

Sept. 1

Memorial List

District MC Membership Care

Nov. 30

Your local organization’s officers information

District Secretary

Dec. 10

Local Organization Final Financial Report

District Treasurer

Dec. 10

Reading Program Participant’s Information

Dec. 31

Living the Charter for Racial Justice
Reporting Form

District Secretary of Program
Resources

Dec. 31

Mission Today Forms

District President

Dec. 31

Outstanding Local Organization Form

District MC for Education for Msn
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SPIRITUAL GROWTH’S WORDS OF WISDOM
This year our theme is “Changing the World with Courage.” I have chosen for my
scripture to be 1 Corinthians 16:13 which is Stay alert, stand firm in the faith, show
courage and be strong. A prayer I am going to say and invite you to is the following. “I
come boldly Father, because I have been given access to you through the blood of
Jesus. I come with courage because I have been given all the promises of a gracious
God. In Jesus Name, Amen!”
WHAT IS COURAGE? Courage has been defined as bravery. It also has been defined as fear that
has said its prayers. Mark Twain said, “Courage is the master of fear, not the absence of fear.” A
courageous person is someone who can control his or her fear and then do the right thing. It is overcoming the fear that we naturally have.
John Wayne quotes: “Courage is being scared to death ……and saddling up anyway.”
Walt Disney quotes: “All our dreams can come true, if we have the courage to pursue them.”
Winston Churchill quotes: “Success is not final, failure is not fatal: it is the courage to continue that
counts.”
Let’s make 2018 the year that United Methodist Women become full of courage and strive to do our
best in all situations. Relationships with each other many times take courage to continue. Let us with
God’s help love each other as much as God loves each of us.

Sending hugs to all my sisters,

Judy Cleaveland, sunsjudy@cox.net
SOCIAL PRINCIPLES OF THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
2013-2016
Social Community-Rights of Immigrants “We recognize, embrace, and affirm all persons, regardless of country of origin, as members of the family of God. All persons
have the right have the right to equal opportunities for employment, access to housing,
health care, education, and freedom from social discrimination. We urge the church and society to
recognize the gifts, contributions, and struggles of those who are immigrants and to advocate for
justice for all.”
The Economic Community-Foreign Workers “For centuries people have moved across borders in
search of work. In our global world, this is still a relevant and increasing form of immigration.
Improved wages, better working conditions, and jobs available are reasons for immigration due to
work opportunities....”
DACA Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals and the Dream Act is an on-going issue at the national legislative level. We know where our church stands on this issue. What is your stand? What is
your ancestral background?
Submitted by

Paula Sallas
topjsallas@yahoo.com
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EDUCATION FOR MISSION UPDATES
I just realized I failed to do an article for the December newsletter. I read with interest the articles my sisters submitted. No excuses, but I have been busy! My theme
song lately is "I'm going to live so God can use me, anywhere, Lord, any time!" It is
surprising and a little scary, the amount of things a person can get into when she is
open and willing.
I am so proud and excited to be part of United Methodist Women, who promote racial justice! I have
been reading The New Jim Crow by Michelle Alexander. It is not any easy read, but what an eye
opener! I knew I was down on the so-called "War on Drugs." This book explains in detail why, in
the last 30 years, our incarcerated population has exploded in numbers, and mostly with people of
color. If you want to be informed, read it! (See my book report on the next page.)
I downloaded mine onto my iPhone, using the Overdrive application, which allows one to download
library books, including audiobooks, onto your iPhone, tablet or computer...for free. If you have a
library card, after selecting Glendale Public Library, Greater Phoenix Public Library, or whatever
applies, you input your library card number. The book will automatically expire after 2 weeks, but
you can download it again. It will open to where you left off if you haven't finished reading it. I find
this very handy.
In my second year as Mission Coordinator for Education for Mission, I have really come to appreciate our United Methodist Women Prayer Calendar. It lists all our United Methodist Women supported missions and missionaries and the addresses of the missionaries, so we can write encouragement to them. I've written some notes, but intended to write more, so there's no bragging about
that.
Do you enjoy getting personal notes? Everybody does. It dawned on me to write a daily letter to
God in the prayer calendar. Keeping a journal of what I prayed to God helps me see answered
prayer, and makes me feel assured that I prayed and God received my prayer. Everybody likes to
get personal letters. God wants our attention, devotion, hearts and souls. Before I got this bright
idea, I was adding a prayer to my daily journal, which I have kept since retiring almost two years
ago. I still do that. It helps me account for my days and plan the day ahead. It is part of my morning ritual to write in my journal, consult the prayer calendar, read the suggested Bible reading, and
make notes on the prayer calendar as applicable.
I felt encouraged and energized after our Leadership Development Day (LDD) training events in
Yuma and at Lakeview United Methodist Church in Sun City. Meeting and spending time with sisters who share common goals is encouraging and energizing. I look forward to our Assembly in
Columbus, Ohio, May 18! I'm registered and I've got my airline ticket!
Excited to be your sister in Christ,

Linda Triolo, lindatriolo@cox.net
UPCOMING LOCAL UNIT EVENTS
NEW SONG UMC – Surprise, AZ, 16303 W. Bell Rd., Surprise, AZ 85374-9790
MAR 10 – Racial Justice Program with a possible visit to an area religious site
APR 14 – Study on Sacred Space of Community.
MAY 12 – Baby Shower with a presentation from Michael’s House
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Linda Triolo's Book Report on

The New Jim Crow by Michelle Alexander
Reading this book was not fun, it was hard work and seemed to go on forever. I'm glad I read it.
Michelle Alexander believes the War on Drugs, first proposed by Richard Nixon and then officially
announced by Ronald Reagan in 1982, has led to the mass incarceration of poor people of color.
The laws brand minor offenses felonies, making life-long outcasts. Felons are unable to get jobs,
public housing, food stamps, unable to vote or serve on juries. No other country in the world disenfranchises people who are released from prison in a manner even remotely resembling the United
States. No other country imposes such harsh penalties on drug offenders or imprisons such a large
percentage of its population. The laws have been selectively enforced, since people who can afford
good lawyers are generally not affected, and black men are far more likely to be targeted by police.
Within two decades, the prison population quadrupled, and large majorities of poor people of color in
urban areas were placed under the control of the criminal justice system or saddled with criminal
records for life. Instead of controlling crime, mass incarceration has resulted in a system of social
control, specifically, racial control. The War on Drugs since 1982 has created a huge under-class of
disenfranchised people, mostly black men.
The War on Drugs was a bad idea to start with: ineffective, a waste of money and manpower,
leading to corruption and oppression of poor people. Law enforcement was enticed into the drug
enforcement business by large infusions of federal money and equipment, and the ability to seize
any money, cars and property of people arrested for drug offenses. Privately owned prisons have
turned into a profitable industry benefiting from mass incarceration. Prohibition of alcohol was also
a bad idea, and drug laws should be abolished in the same way. Drug use should be seen as a
public health issue, not a crime.
Because drug crime has been racially defined, the electorate has not cared. It is this failure to care
across color lines that lies at the core of this system of control and every racial caste system that
has existed in the United States or the world. If we want to end the racial caste system in the United
States, we must cultivate an ethic of genuine care, compassion and concern for every human being
of every class, race or nationality within our borders. We must strive for a society in which all
human beings of all races are treated with dignity, and have the right to food, shelter, health care,
education and security. We must strive not just for civil rights, but human rights.
EDITOR’S NOTE: If you have read a book from our Reading Program Book list and
have written (or would like to write) a book report and have it published in the Cactus Patch,
please forward it to me, Sharon Weber, at sweber08@cox.net. I will put it in the next issue of
the Cactus Patch. This encourages others to read these books and learn about new things.

UPCOMING LOCAL UNIT EVENTS
SHEPHERD OF THE HILLS UMC, 13658 W. Meeker Blvd., Sun City West, AZ 85375 -3730
MAR 3-4 – United Methodist Women Day. Betty Mathis from Wesley Community Center will be our
speaker.
APR 5 – Speaker Sherry Koopot from the Phoenix Art Museum.
MAY 3 – Speaker Rachel Ott will represent the Mercy Ship, international hospital ship.
TRINITY UMC - Phoenix, 3104 W. Glendale Ave., Phoenix, AZ 85051-8317
MAR 25 – Palm Sunday Bake Sale
MAY 12 – Mother’s Day Luncheon
SEP 12 – Friday evening Fellowship Dinner to learn about Alongside Ministry
Page 12
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COMMUNITY CHURCH OF BUCKEYE
Our United Methodist Women has adopted a Books for Babies Program. We buy new or gently
used Little Golden Books and donate them to the Maternity Ward at Abraza Hospital. These books
are part of the things that are sent home with the new mothers. We put a sticker in each book saying it has been “Donated by Community Church of Buckeye (with the address of the church)” and “In
memory of one of our departed members, Mrs. Alice Charman.” Alice was a retired school teacher
and was very active in our public library in Buckeye. We feel this project is threefold: 1) it advertises
our church, 2) it promotes literacy, and 3) is a special way to pay tribute to Alice.
Submitted by
Barbara Floyd, President

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH—SUN CITY
The First United Methodist Women of Sun City will be hosting their Annual Fashion Show on Friday,
March 23rd at 11:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Tickets are $10.00 and will be available until
Monday, March 19th. WHEAT, an organization advocating to end hunger, will provide the fashions.
Donation of business attire and accessories (shoes, handbags, or jewelry) can be brought on the
day of the show. They will also bring Fair Trade items from their store for purchase that day.

If you have questions, please contact Colleen Becker at 623-341-5107. Looking forward to seeing
you there! Our church is located at 9849 N. 105th Ave, Sun City, AZ. We are on 105th Ave just
south of Peoria Avenue.
Submitted by,
Colleen Becker, President

GILA MOUNTAIN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH—YUMA
Our Naomi Circle craft ladies are busy making ants for our "picnic" themed Annual Spring Mission
Luncheon and Style Show coming up March 10th. This is always a fun-filled event with door prizes,
good fellowship, delicious food, and usually a surprise or two thrown in. Anyone in the Yuma area
who would like to attend, there are still tickets available for $10.
Our Rebecca Circle makes quilts that they give to the Crossroads Mission and Amberly's Place.
Our United Methodist Women monthly craft sale is always the proud recipient of two or three of their
beautiful quilts for our sale.
I hope everyone is surviving the winter. Hang in there, it will be
summer soon.

God's blessings to all.
Submitted by:
Sherry Lehl, Secretary
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MOUNTAIN VIEW UNITED METHODIST CHURCH—COTTONWOOD
The year 2018 rolled around quickly for the ladies of Cottonwood Mountain View United Methodist
Women! It is fun to look back and review a snippet of the previous year before we march into the
new. In a 'nut shell', we had quite a variety of activities and programs. They ranged from local gardening to a presentation on the Pentagon 9/11 Memorial, to a United Methodist Women Sunday skit
enacting the 1800's first meeting of what has become today our United Methodist Women, to learning about the Gathering's informal Sunday get-togethers for the homeless and those uncomfortable
in an organized church setting, to being entertained by the Rainbow Acres Choir, to potlucks, singing clever songs written by two of our members, the Annual Rummage Sale, Fun Day Fashion
Show, Cookie Walk, fulfilling Christmas gift wishes for 40 living alone seniors, and giving monetary
donations to 15 area charities.
We have a hard act to follow for 2018, but we are off to a good start. Programs include Kaleidoscope, PEO Scholarships for Women, a Thrift Store Overview, Verde Valley Sanctuary Women's Shelter for our March 18th United Methodist Women Sunday, April 20th and 21st Annual
United Methodist Women/United Methodist Men Rummage Sale and a talent show for our May 19th
Women's Special Event Fun Day. There will surely be some surprises in the talent show. We can't
wait to find out!
We cordially invite you to attend any of our programs and activities. Our welcome mat is always
out. We wish all our sisters in Christ a beautiful Spring filled with an abundance of God's blessings.

Submitted by, Mary Steiger, Publicity Chair

TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH—PHOENIX
Trinity United Methodist ladies enjoyed an interesting presentation December 6th on "Angels in
Masterpieces" by Sherry Kopot, Docent from the Phoenix Art Museum which was our Christmas present to friends and members of the unit. A sumptuous, delicious potluck lunch followed and
much visiting with members, guests and several district officers.
Our unit celebrated United Methodist Women's Day Sunday, February 11th. An interesting and
inspiring skit and displays depicting our purpose, aims and service were displayed. We hope this
presentation stimulates and inspires more interest in women and girls becoming members. Refreshments followed the service.
Submitted by,
Altene Goodwin, Publicity

2018 LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT DAY TRAINING EVENT PICTURES
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PRESCOTT UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Saturday, January 27th and Sunday, January 28th were the selected dates for all 3 church services to hear our special United
Methodist Women “Weekend” speaker, Kaye Rountree. Kaye
did a great job of telling us life stories about the women and
children and others that have been assisted by U.M.O.M
(United Methodist Outreach Ministries) in the Phoenix area.
She was no ho-hum speaker. You could tell she loved her work
with U.M.O.M. and how so many people have changed their
lives and outlook via the services and programs provided by the
organization. Kay is also a big supporter of United Methodist
Women! She had asked us to supply used magazines and our
church sent a good sized load home with her. She told us that
when the women come in to the shelter, they are asked to make
a story board about where they hope to be when they get through the program. This was difficult for
many of the women as a homeless person only lives and looks ahead by the minute, hours or a day
due to their circumstances. But at the end of the program, they saw a future, a home, or a job and
they looked forward to the changes in their lives which they put on a new story board using pictures
out of magazines to tell their stories.
We also installed our 2018 officers at the 9:00 a.m. service. We gave 2 special recognition pins to
two very special men in our congregation. We gave one pin to Earl Bolkan who has organized
many mission trips throughout the years to Africa and Hawaii, just to name a couple of his destinations. Many of our congregation have gone on these mission trips so we felt it was appropriate to
honor Earl in this way.
The other pin was presented to Michael Enos, otherwise lovingly called
“the bread man” by many in the church. Michael bakes bread for our
coffee hour – usually five loaves of different types of tasty sweet breads.
He also bakes for the community Granite Creek Food Ministry which
feeds people each Saturday and he also bakes bread for other churches. He was so taken back and surprised when I presented his pin,
there were tears in his eyes. It was a touching moment for such a gentle unassuming man. So we never know how we’ll change someone’s
life with United Methodist Women’s small recognition pin.
Submitted by,
Karon Keeler, President
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WILLOWBROOK UNITED METHODIST CHURCH—SUN CITY
Willowbrook United Methodist Women are
having a busy winter season. December 1st,
we held our 17th Annual Christmas Tea.
Members decorated the tables with their
Christmas finery, and others prepared sandwiches, scones and sweets to serve the 168
ladies attending. Being served by the men of
the church, and being entertained by our Willowbrook Desert Belles women's chorus got
us all in the Christmas spirit!
Our January unit meeting included a talk by Keslie Halonen, who shared her experiences visiting
and helping provide wells for making water more available to people in Africa.
We are preparing school bags to send to UMCOR for their distribution to disaster and war torn
areas. We joined forces with Willowbrook's Kris Krafters group to make the bags, and each circle
is contributing supplies to fill the bags.
We look forward to our Annual Salad Luncheon in March when Pastor Steve and Sue Marshall's
granddaughter, Sierra Noel, will present her program in art, "The Legacy of Faithful Women."
Submitted by,
Barb Christie, President

2018 WEST DISTRICT LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT DAY PICTURES

Page 16

