Interview Scenarios for Media Training

SCENARIO – Youth Molestation

 A youth worker is arrested for fondling a boy he met through the church. There could be more charges involving other children. Police have already given details to reporters—the man’s name is John Smith and he served as the youth worker at a United Methodist Church for three years. Smith allegedly fondled the boy during “sleepovers” at his home. Smith has a full-time job as a technician with the telephone company. Police believe Smith molested the boy for one year before boy told his mother, who reported the incident to church officials and police. Church has already dismissed Smith from his responsibilities as youth worker. 

Reporters want to talk to the pastor of the church after the arrest.

Interview Preparation Notes

Keep your notes short & simple (outline form or bullet points)
Main points with supporting examples, stories or facts (you do not have to have an a. and b.)
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Questions that reporters are likely to ask… and possible responses

SCENARIO – Food Poisoning

Fifteen members and guests of your congregation get food poisoning after a church supper. Three of the people became so sick that they were put on breathing machines. Five days after the incident, the fifteen people are recovering. The local health department tells church officials, families and media that this appears to be an outbreak of botulism resulting from frozen chili purchased at a food salvage store. The investigators believe that somewhere along the line, the chili had been allowed to thaw.  Several church members purchased the chili to make a homemade chili dish. There have already been media reports about the food poisoning. A local reporter has talked to several of the food poisoning victims about their illness. 

Reporter wants to talk to you and find out what the church will do to prevent similar incidents in the future. 

Interview Preparation Notes

Keep your notes short & simple (outline form or bullet points)
Main points with supporting examples, stories or facts (you do not have to have an a. and b.)
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Questions that reporters are likely to ask… and possible responses

SCENARIO Church van crash

A church van crashes and 1 child is dead, 3 adults & 4 children are injured. A police officer releases names and details to reporters (families have already been notified). Police officer also tells reporters the driver was speeding and driving about 70 in a 55 mph zone. The van was 8 years old and there are questions from the family of the boy who died about whether the van was old and poorly maintained. 

It’s the day after the crash. As their pastor and as spokesperson, you’ve talked to the police, driver and families. You are going to talk to several TV reporters at the same time—informal news conference.  *Spokesperson should begin with a brief statement—general…about concern for victims, what church is doing, etc.  NOTE TO TRAINER: You can have other members of the class play the role of additional reporters. People usually come up with great questions. Also, the following questions aren’t in a logical order, because several reporters are asking questions.
Interview Preparation Notes

Keep your notes short & simple (outline form or bullet points)
Main points with supporting examples, stories or facts (you do not have to have an a. and b.)
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Questions that reporters are likely to ask… and possible responses

