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Here We Come! 
 

Mission u 2019 
Radical Discipleship: Then and Now 

 
Summer is almost here! What are your plans?   Mine include a family reunion, a 
wedding, a 90

th
 birthday party, Desert Southwest Annual Conference and Mission u, 

of course.  Are you planning to attend Mission u? Las Vegas, Sun City, Tucson – here 
we come! 
 
You can attend the one nearest you or the one that fits your calendar. If your summer 
is complicated, check out all the dates and places. There is also the option to attend at 
more than one site and take another class – all on the same registration form.  
 
You do need to register early, as we are limiting classes to 30 people each this year.  
For more information and registration forms click here Mission u info  
 
You also do need to order your books early because we WILL NOT have them for 
sale at Mission u.  Order study books by clicking here resources.   You might 
consider ordering as a group to save some on postage.  Amazon has Kindle versions 
of the study books.  
 
The authors of the studies have had articles in response magazine. Check these out -
share at your next meeting:  
Ellen Blue (Women United for Change) is in the March/April issue –“Writing our 
Legacy”. 
Janet Wolf (Practicing Resurrection: Mark) is in the current issue – “Radical 
Discipleship”.  
 
The study book Women United for Change reminds us that through our 150-year 
history, our predecessor organizations accompanied those seeking a better life. As 
United Methodist Women in Desert Southwest Conference we welcome migrants and 
asylum-seekers at The Inn in Tucson and Methodist churches in Phoenix area after 
they have been processed by Homeland Security. They have many needs, so our In-
Kind Offerings will help:  Bags (back packs, gym bags, reusable grocery bags), snack 
crackers, toilet paper, toiletries, baby wipes, etc.  
 
Reminder:  Scholarship applications are due to president, June Hanson, by May 
30.  Find information and forms at: https://dscumc.org/mission-u-2/  
 
Mission u national has a Facebook page -- MISSION U CENTRAL: https://
www.facebook.com/UMWMissionu/  
 
Desert Southwest Conference United Methodist Women has a page 
too: https://www.facebook.com/UMWDSC/  
 
Glenda Hill, Dean 
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Dear East District Sisters in Christ,  

 

What a privilege it is to call you sisters and girlfriends in Christ. I have three things 

that I must share with you: 

 

We are so excited that a group of women have been actively restarting a local 

United Methodist Women’s unit at the First United Methodist Church of Mesa.  It was 

formally re-chartered on May 5.  Please welcome the women by reaching out through the church 

located at 15 East 1
st
 Avenue, Mesa, AZ 85210. Eutie Gamble and Kaye Rountree have agreed to 

be co-presidents.  Annabel, Kaye Rountree’s granddaughter is the youngest member at 12 years 

old.  And Annabel’s mother, Marla will serve as treasurer. Three generations, remarkable!   

Congratulations all around.  Please pray for this new ministry. 

 

Secondly, my “feelers” have been telling me of things that you and your units have been doing in 

the past five months to promote our PURPOSE.  I have heard about a prayer breakfast; special 

teas that promoted camaraderie and the legacy fund; celebrations of the 150
th
 Anniversary of the 

United Methodist Women; programs of social action, talent shows, and community. And then 

Easter was right in the middle of it.  Thank you one and all for your commitment to this mission of 

ours.  

 

And finally a word about our church.  Although our denomination is in the throes of change, it is 

clear that the world still needs us and our vision to turn faith, love and hope into action on behalf 

of women, children and youth around the world. Our United Methodist Women must work across 

the lines of differences, create inclusivity, and remember Christ in all that we do. 

 

Keep the faith and stay strong, 

 
June Hanson, president 

Don’t let the hot summer months stop you from continuing the work of United 

Methodist Women. Traditionally many units and circles cease to meet during the 

summer, resuming in the fall.  Just as the saying goes “A woman’s work is never 

done” United Methodist Women’s work is never done and learning opportunities 

continue year around.   

 

What can you do when you don’t have meetings to attend?   You can use the prayer calendar to 

pray for missionaries and mission institutions.  You can send cards and letters to the missionaries 

or visit someone in your own church who is homebound.  Call or write your legislators about one 

of the issues that United Methodist Women are concerned about.  Attend Mission u.   Expand 

your knowledge by participating in the Reading Program.  Sew, knit, quilt - there are many needs 

from the “Dress A Girl” project to lap quilts. Get a group together to work and enjoy the fellowship.  

 

What will you do in the name of United Methodist Women this summer?  
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Now is the time for all good United Methodist Women,,,,,,,, 
 

       ………...to order our study books for the 2019 Mission u! 

 

Ellen Blue, Women United for Change: 150 Years in Mission and Janet Wolf, Practicing Res-

urrection: The Gospel of Mark and Radical Discipleship.  Both are United Methodist Women 

2019 publications. 

 

Getting the books now will provide plenty of time to read and absorb. 

 

The Women United for Change book has an accompanying 40-minute DVD of a variety of wom-

en’s voices telling their stories. Since we’re off to an early start, playing those stories in different 

groups and venues well before Mission u might give women an enticing taste of what is in store for 

them if they come to Mission u. It is just a thought. 

 

Looking forward to seeing you there, 

 

Judith Humbert 

Program Resources      

Money Matters 
 

At this time last year, I was writing about the donations towards “Five Star Giving” that had been 

given at this time in 2018.  We had met about 20% of our yearly pledge ($10,315.53). Our pledge 

last year was $48,000 and we were able to send in $54,145.26 to conference.  

 

I’m very excited to tell you that this year the East District has met about 41% of our yearly pledge 

($20,003.40). Our pledge for this year is $48,300. With the great first half we’ve had I’ll bet we can 

give more than our pledge again. Think about all of the women, children and youth around the 

world that we can help! 

 

Summer is almost here and that of course means Mission u will be soon too. The date and loca-

tion for the East/West District Mission u is August 2-3 at Lakeview UMC in Sun City.  Hope to see 

you there! 

 

Blessings to all of you and please feel free to contact me with any questions that I 

can help you with.  

 

Linda Moore, treasurer  
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On May 5, 2019 the First United Methodist Women of Mesa was re-

chartered.  Thanks to the tireless work of East District President, June Han-

son, and the warm encouragement from Pastor Rev. Mel Munchinsky, East 

District now has another UMW group.  There were 21 women with ties to 

First United Methodist Church of Mesa in attendance along with Rev. Munchinsky. June Hanson, 

Marilyn Seese, and Cris Bass also attended as representatives of the East District Leadership 

Team. 

 

After 15 years without an United Methodist Women’s Unit everyone was excited to have UMW 

represented at First Church Mesa.  There is a spirit of missions in the First UMC of Mesa, and the 

women are excited to be able to lend support.  In addition, all the members were wanting fellow-

ship with mission minded women. The United Methodist Women's Reading Program was an inter-

est to many of the ladies present and will begin to engage women with a desire to learn more 

about global missions.  

 

Rev. Munchinsky opened the meeting with a prayer and also performed the re-charter ceremony. 

The co-presidents for this unit are Eutie Gamble and Kaye Rountree, the Education for Missions 

chair for East District.  The corresponding secretary is Rev. Anna Bell while the treasurer’s office 

will be held by mother and daughter Marla Rountree and Annabel Buxton.  Stephanie Winestock 

is the member-at-large.  

 

Two circles are planned with one to be a Bible study, held in the evening, and the other one to be 

for fellowship and study of United Methodist Women’s past, present and future, with a meeting 

time during a weekday morning. It was decided that the circles would meet the needs of working 

women and those who cannot always meet on Sunday afternoons. The women of First United 

Methodist Church of Mesa covet the prayers and support offered by East District and the United 

Methodist Women of Desert Southwest Conference 

   

Submitted by Kaye Rountree 

Co-President of First United Methodist Women of Mesa and East District Education for Missions 

Chair 

Take Action: Paid Family Leave for All! 

Only 17 percent of private sector workers get paid family leave. Write 

your representatives, tell your story, join the United Methodist Women’s  

campaign.    

 

Learn more  at: https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/living-wages  

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/paid-family-leave
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/living-wages
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Our recent news seems to always be about something bad…..the weather, 

church and school shootings, fires, floods……well, you know what it’s like.  

Don’t you get tired of it?  Don’t you want to hear good news for a change?  I 

love hearing about good things that people do and I am almost certain that the 

good far out numbers the bad.   As Christians we know that Christ always did 

good things.  He never sinned or treated people badly (even those that de-

served it!)   

 

On April 6, our district held Ubuntu Day.  This is a day when we do projects that 

help others and makes their lives happier.  Like, packing foods for children; writing cards to wom-

en who have had troubled lives, giving them words of encouragement; bagging up personal hy-

giene products to be given to women who have no money to buy such things; serving a brunch to 

those who are hungry.  These things were done by our Central East District on Ubuntu Day. 

 

Other districts around the world also did projects of caring.   In a world that seems to have no car-

ing at all for others, it feels good to HELP.  Can your unit find a hands-on service project to do 

together?  OR, I would suggest that every day each one of us (you do not have to be in a group 

with others) will do something good for another person.  Can it be a phone call, checking to see 

how they are feeling?  Can it be a written note (on actual paper, sent through the mail) sending 

words of faith and encouragement?  Can it be a visit?  Leave a note if they are not there.  And, of 

course, texting and emails are good for such thoughts also.   Christ showed us how to love.  Fol-

lowing His example, we, too, can love and care for others, simply by doing something kind for 

someone else.   

Oh!  One last thought! It’s always good to do something kind for a friend or someone you know.  

But try doing something kind to someone you do not know, a stranger on the street or a neighbor 

whom you have never met.  These acts of caring may bring a HUGE change in another person’s 

life. 

 

Cris Bass, vice president 

 

 

Sympathy is extended to former Desert Southwest Conference 

United Methodist Women’s president, and current treasurer on 

the passing of her husband, Pastor Joe Brown on May 13.  
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                           My Story 
 
 In 1998 I lived in Payson, Az . I was new to the Methodist Church. I was 

asked by Chris Spencer if I would be willing to be the auctioneer for the 

Christmas Auction for United Methodist Women. I am sure I asked who 

they were, what they did, and what would I do with my daycare (6)  chil-

dren. All things went well for that event. A few months later I was asked 

to fill out a form for the Marilyn Jean Chapman Scholarship to go to 

School of Christian Mission. (The former name for Mission u) I was cho-

sen by East District to attend on that scholarship that year! I have grate-

fully been attending Mission u each year since. 

  

Ladies, I do not know how many hundreds of women, leaders, and pastors have touched my life 

since that first Mission u. I quickly became a district officer because someone ASKED me;  

thought I would be good. I eventually became Dean of Mission u and was a study leader for the 

Haiti study for youth after that because someone ASKED me and thought I would be good. Many 

times through the years I have been ASKED to do something, serve somewhere, lead something. 

I say, “I Can do that.” 

  

Recently I was asked to serve at the Tempe Mission u Training Event that was held at Tempe 

Doubletree Hotel. I grabbed a friend, Debbie Kuhn, and we went to put together registration fold-

ers, name tags and organize paperwork ahead of the event. The best part was being on the 

grounds the morning of event and leading the guests to the proper rooms for the training session. 

I met women from Ohio, New York, New Jersey, Arizona, California, and Texas to name a few. 

Young & old, some had walkers, canes and some had 2 and 3 children in tow. It is very clear to 

me that United Methodist Women are strong as ever and are waiting for you to inspire and invite 

others. The best place to start?  Invite them to Mission u. I plan on taking the Practicing Resur-

rection Story class at the East/West Event at Lakeview UMC.  What class are you taking? 

Which event are you going to? 

 

As East District Nominations chairman I know how important my job is. I know that I cannot do 

this job without your help. Listen to your heart. Come join us this summer at Mission u, bring 

friends and introduce them to me or my team members. Praying for God to lead the women in a 

powerful ministry with the East District Executive Team. 

 

See you there. 

 

Cyndi Heinecke 

East District Chair of Nominations 
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In Matthew, Jesus admonishes us not to store up riches here on earth where 

moths and rust destroy, and robbers break in and steal. But instead to store up 

treasures in heaven, for your heart will always be where your treasure is. How 

do we go about storing treasures in heaven? We must fill our hearts and minds 

with things of the spirit - like love, grace, service to others, humility and faith in God.  We need to 

be willing to let go of earthly things such as huge houses, luxurious cars, designer clothes and 

large bank accounts.  These are all things that are only temporary conveniences that we must 

leave behind when we die. 

 

We should look at the world the way God sees it.  God made us such a beautiful world to enjoy 

and care for.  We have already been provided with everything we could possibly need.  Our 

everyday living should be an expression of worship toward our Creator. When we live with our 

hearts bent in listening to whatever God is trying to tell us, then we will live with a heavenly 

perspective.  That's when we can let go of earthly things and grab hold of eternal treasures that 

will last forever. 

 

Gracious and Loving God, 

Help us to remember that all good things come from You, and everything we have belongs to 

You.  Keep us from selfishly holding on to more than we need instead of being willing to share 

generously with others.  Help us to be faithful with what God has provided for us, and invest 

heavily in heavenly things.  We thank You for all the many blessings in our lives and pray that You 

will help us to always appreciate them.    Amen 

 

Linda Munsil 

Spiritual Growth 



 PAGE 8 

 

 

 

 

 

Western Jurisdiction United Methodist Women 

April 17– 19, 2020 

Doubletree Inn, Tempe, AZ  

 

Keynote speaker: Katherine Hayhoe, world renowned climatologist 

 

Harriet Jane Olson will give an update on United Methodist Women  

moving forward 
 

• Ubuntu activities (on and off site) 

• Educational opportunities 

• Garden labyrinth 

• Workshops 

• Action event 

• Worship 

• Cultural event 

• Election of two directors of United Methodist Women National 

• Election of the Western Jurisdiction leadership team for 2020-2024 

• Meeting friends - old and new - from all over the Western Jurisdiction. 

 

We are the host conference so let’s have a good representation.   Couldn’t go to the Assembly? 

Here’s your chance to participate beyond our own conference right in our own back yard.  

 

Registration will be open in July.  More information will be available on the Desert Southwest Con-

ference website and Southwest Winds e-newsletter at a later time.   

 

 

United Methodist Women, we just celebrated our 150th anniversary. We have 
persisted through change before. We could not have been organized for mis-
sion for this long if we let our differences divide us. We will continue to be a 

place that welcomes all who are committed to serving women, children and youth. 

You’ve been praying. You are praying. Keep praying. 

You’ve been talking and sharing and listening. You’ve been comforting and supporting. Keep do-
ing this too. 

You are leaders. Keep leading. The church needs you        

Taken from:  https://www.facebook.com/UMWomen/        

https://www.facebook.com/UMWomen/
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2019 
 
August 15  - Articles due for the September Circuit Rider by noon. 
 
October 12   - District Annual Celebration - North Scottsdale UMC 
 
October 26 - Conference  Annual Celebration - Sun Lakes UMC 
 
November 15 -  Articles due for the December Circuit Rider by noon. 

 
 

 
2020 
 
January 18 - Enrichment Event - Red Mountain UMC 
 
Apr 17-19  - Western Jurisdiction UMW Quadrennial Meeting - Doubletree Hotel, Tempe 

 
PURPOSE 

 
United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose purpose is to know God and to 
experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, supportive 
fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries of the 
church. 

Are you getting ALL the  latest news?   Sign up for the United Methodist 

Women’s Desert Southwest Conference e-newsletter.  Send an email to: 

dscumwomen@gmail.com 

 

Sign up for National’s 8 page newsletter at: 

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/umwnews  

 

Sign up for Social Action Alerts from National at: 

https://secure3.convio.net/umw/site/SPageNavigator/Social_Action_Alerts.html  

 

Subscribe to National’s e-news based on your preferences and interests: 

https://secure3.convio.net/umw/site/SPageNavigator/online_subscribe.html  

mailto:dscumwomen@gmail.com
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/umwnews
https://secure3.convio.net/umw/site/SPageNavigator/Social_Action_Alerts.html
https://secure3.convio.net/umw/site/SPageNavigator/online_subscribe.html

