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Frontera Wesley, The Wesley Foundation of Tucson, has been thriving in its 2019-2020 school year. This 
year’s group of Freshmen was more than three times the number that we’ve experienced over the past 
couple years, and we are truly beginning to see the profound fruit of our tireless work to serve the 
students of the University of Arizona and Pima County Community College. The energy has been 
exciting, and the level of engagement and commitment has been deep. 

Our theme for the year has been Wholeness, and we have framed it around the healing that God seeks to 
bring by first reconciling Godself to us through Jesus Christ, and then leaving to us the ministry of 
reconciliation to ourselves, others, and Creation. At the beginning of the year, we planted succulents for 
them to take back to their dorm as a sign of that healing with creation; many students are proud to report 
here at the end of the school year that they have kept them alive, even through the pandemic and moving 
back home. 

This year we supplied our students with multiple Bible Studies for Upperclassmen and Grad Students, 
along with multiple Freshmen Bible Studies since the class was so large. Thursday Dinner and Gathering 
time began to outgrow the space where we had been meeting, and we looked towards how we could better 
utilize the building. Currently, during these difficult times, we have chosen to study Elijah and are on our 
8th week of that study. 

Speaking of the building, the Campus Christian Center has undergone a great deal of “face-lift” over the 
past year as a new collaborator in the Lutheran Campus Ministry teamed up with our Director to 
completely refresh the building’s interior with new paint and maintenance to ensure that every part of the 
Campus Christian Center was a space that students could feel comfortable utilizing. Through their hard 
work, the largely unused Board Room was transformed into a beautiful student lounge, the “Computer 
graveyard” was transformed into a Study Lounge, and the dining and worship areas were updated. In 
addition, the Campus Christian Center Board was chaired throughout the year by a Wesley Board 
member. First by Rev. Mary Klaehn, and then after January elections by Dr. Yira Brimage. 

Our collaboration with the Inn continued, as well as our water hikes, solidarity with undocumented 
students, and partnership with the Black Student Union. We were excited to learn from Laura Rambikur 
about the journey that many make in crossing the desert, and to be guided by her on long hikes. 

We enjoyed truly impactful retreats each semester, a camping trip the first semester and our yearly Martin 
Luther King weekend retreat second semester. Both experiences the students said were life-changing and 
gave them the opportunity to have conversations they’d never had before in their lives. It has been 
exciting to see their faith grow as they are challenged to take the call of God to love one another to deeper 
levels of solidarity. 

In March, when the COVID-19 pandemic began, students were asked not to return to campus after spring 
break, and we began to adapt quickly to the changing circumstances. Approximately onethird of our 
students remained physically close to campus and we help to supply them with food. Participation in 
Wesley from all our students has increased as they find themselves more and more yearning and 
searching for spiritual comfort, and less and less having other community in their lives. We have and will 
continue with all our regular programming and Bible Studies, while also adding Daily Yoga, Coffee 
Break Chats, Saturday Movie Night, and Sunday Paint Party. We now have programming going on seven 
days a week. 

In late April, we had our student leadership elections and were excited to see a group of students step up 
to enthusiastically volunteer to help guide us through this next chapter. We are currently working on plans 
for how we will reach incoming Freshmen who will likely find this time period to be a very uncertain and 
frustrating one after all the excitement they had about graduating high school and heading to college. Our 
team of students is dedicated to ministering to them in this time. 


