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The Hispanic Ministry Committee’s mission is to engage, resource, and increase the ministry of 

Jesus Christ among Hispanic/Latinx persons in the Conference. We engage by connecting with 

other like-minded ministries in the local church and United Methodist context; we resource by 

introducing resources to churches serving the Hispanic/Latinx communities; and we increase the 

ministries in order to reach the goal that the Desert Southwest ethnic demographics match the 

community demographics in our conference. 

The Hispanic Ministry Committee has met since last Annual Conference to plan and lead: 

1. Multicultural Summer Camp – In cooperation with Rev. Javier Olivarez, Chair of 

Religion and Race, and Rev. Khalif Smith, Chair of Ethnic Local Church Concerns, we 

prepared for a Summer Multicultural Camp in Mingus Mountain. However, it became mainly 

a Hispanic/Latinx event, with a hope that next year we could engage persons from other 

ethnic communities to join us. The Camp Director was Rev. Jaime Vasquez. Vasquez 

planned the program and was taking registrations. However, due to the pandemic, the camp 

was postponed till the summer of 2021. 

2. At the request of Randy Bowman, Conference Treasurer, the Hispanic Ministries 

Committee paid for 2019’s balance for Mingus Mountain’s Campo Hispano. This balance 

was $2095.  

3. The committee chose Pastor Raul Velazquez and Rev. Jaime Vazquez to attend the 

MARCHA Conference in Sacramento, however, due to the pandemic, it was cancelled and 

rescheduled for November 11-14, 2020. 

4. Coordinated with the Conference for Spanish translation regarding The Protocol, and 

church instructions regarding the pandemic. This included general information and 

instructions on an application for emergency church loans. 

5. We were notified that the Proposed 2021 Budget for Hispanic Ministries Committee 

will decrease from $11,180 in 2020 to $2,400 in 2021. This represents a 78.53% decrease. 

The 2017 Religion & Race demographic report for our Conference states that we are 3% 

Hispanic/Latinx, while the state of Arizona reports 31.1% Hispanic population.* This is 

occurring while The United Methodist Church’s latest statistics (UM Insight) report that 

Hispanic Membership grew from 1996-2016 by +78%. In other words, the growing edge of 

our conference is in Hispanic (and other ethnic) communities, while the funding for such 

growth, (already a tiny portion of the budget) is being decreased even more. This change 

represents a loss of focus on the needs and growth of the Hispanic/Latinx community in our 

Conference. 

We are grateful for your participation and prayers for our siblings in Christ in the Hispanic/Latinx 

community. May God be near us all as we find new ways to be in ministry together. 

*Statistics provided by report from Rev. Dr. Grace Pak, “Tools for Effective CRCC Ministry, Desert 

Southwest Annual Conference Extended Cabinet Training,” January 17, 2020.  

(CRCC-Cross Racial Cross Cultural) 


