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I am grateful to have one last opportunity to thank you for your moral, prayerful, and material support of 
the Boston University School of Theology (BUSTH), and also to highlight the promising future of the 
School as a new Dean joins our stellar faculty, staff, and students in summer 2020 to carry on the mission 
of the School in partnership with all of you.  

BREAKING NEWS:  
• Students: We continue to increase and celebrate diversity in our student body, creating 

opportunities for in-depth exchanges and a rich community life. 
• Faculty: We welcomed two faculty this year: Filipe Maia as Assistant Professor of Theology, 

and Luis Menéndez-Antuña as Assistant Professor of New Testament. Both are extraordinary 
teachers who delight in working with students. 

• Scholarships: We continue to offer free tuition to UMC registered candidates for ordained 
ministry, and to build student scholarships and housing as key priorities. BUSTH also offers 
leadership fellowships to support students in ethnic, gender, and sexuality studies: Raíces Latinas, 
Sacred Worth, Howard Thurman, Indigenous Studies, Korean Studies, Women in Leadership, and 
African Studies.  

• Two new Programs: Faith and Ecological Justice (FEJ) and Raíces Latinas Program in 
Theology, Leadership, and Research (RL). FEJ leads programs to build ecological awareness, 
theological research, church collaborations, and community activism in ecological justice. RL 
sponsors programs to expand Latin American and Latinx theological study and research, and to 
enhance the leadership of students, young people, and leaders in Latino/Latina communities. 

• Online Lifelong Learning: We have launched an exciting new program, offering online mini-
courses, workshops, and reading groups for professional and spiritual enrichment.  

• Theology and the Arts Initiatives: Exhibits highlight sacred spaces in Boston; wilderness 
photography; a 1619 visual lament of 400+ years of slavery; voices and faces of Colombia; and 
paintings of a gay man struggling with the church.  

• Campaign: Our BUSTH development campaign concluded with the raising of $29.4 million to 
support students, faculty, and vital programs.  

• Website and Viewbook: Check out our new BUSTH website (http://www.bu.edu/sth/) and 
Viewbook.  

PARTNERING FOR MINISTRY AND TRANSFORMATION:  
• Creative Callings: In partnership with local churches, we seek to create “a culture of call.”  
• Engagement with the UMC: Many of our students are delegates, volunteers, and singers in 

General Conference 2020. 
• Continuing Scholar Program: BUSTH courses are open to alums and local clergy for small 

lifelong learning fees.  
• Doctor of Ministry: The DMin in Transformational Leadership flourishes with lively student 

cohorts that are broadly ecumenical, culturally diverse, and global. The model includes 
intensives, online courses, and faculty mentoring. 

• Religion and Conflict Transformation Clinic: The Clinic provides internships in local churches 
and organizations that foster just peacebuilding. 

• Travel seminars: Immersion journeys open worlds to students in the borderlands of Arizona and 
Mexico, Cuba, Peru, Israel-Palestine, Civil Rights landmarks, and centers for ecological-spiritual 
renewal.  

• Ecumenical partnerships: We now have four denominational Communities of Learning: 
Wesleyan/Methodist, Episcopal/Anglican, United Church of Christ, and Unitarian Universalist.  

http://www.bu.edu/sth/


• Partnership with Hebrew College: Together we are able to enrich interreligious learning 
through joint courses and public events, and also co-sponsor The Journal of Interreligious Studies 
and the State of Formation for emerging leaders.  

TAKING ACTION GLOBALLY AND LOCALLY:  
• Campus action: Work to improve accessibility and sustainability. BUSTH is the first certified 

Green School in BU and is active in the Green Seminary Initiative. We have also been named as 
one of the “Seminaries that Change the World.”  

• Internships in global service and peacemaking: Students participate in apprenticeship 
ministries across the world.  

COMMITMENT TO JUSTICE:  
• Faculty and students have been active in UMCOR efforts to support victims of hurricanes and 

fires, and in collaborative services to support people suffering the consequences of immigration 
practices, disability inequities, or racial violence.  

• In Town Hall meetings, the community has deep conversations on issues that divide, seeking to 
develop capacities for relating across differences and to create a community based on the dignity 
of all.  

BUSTH looks to the future. We celebrate transformational leaders of The United Methodist Church, who 
love with their whole hearts and follow Jesus Christ with their whole lives. Your legacy and witness give 
us hope and courage for the future.  

Blessings and gratitude 


