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Since our founding in 1914, Candler School of Theology at Emory University has educated more than 
10,000 students, shaping thoughtful, principled, and courageous leaders who are dedicated to 
transforming the world in the name of Jesus Christ.  

This is especially important to note amid the current shifts in our denomination. It is an honor and a 
privilege for Candler to be one of 13 official seminaries of The United Methodist Church. Yet true to the 
Methodist tradition of ecumenical openness, Candler has enthusiastically welcomed the entire Wesleyan 
family to our community for generations. Faculty, staff, and students from the AME Church, the AMEZ 
Church, the CME Church, Free Methodists, Nazarenes, and others have worked, worshiped, learned, and 
prayed alongside United Methodists, and have been a vital part of shaping Candler and our mission. This 
diversity has been a wonderful gift and a rich blessing. As we move forward, we will continue to invite 
and welcome those from all expressions of the Wesleyan tradition. Indeed, we will continue to welcome 
all those who follow Jesus Christ. 

This year, Candler has continued to strengthen our deep commitment to alleviating student debt and 
promoting financial literacy. In 2018-2019, we awarded $6.3 million in financial aid, with 100 percent of 
master of divinity (MDiv) students receiving support and financial coaching. In fall 2019, we announced 
a major expansion of our financial aid program to include full-tuition scholarships for all MDiv students 
who are certified candidates for ordained ministry in The United Methodist Church, and new merit 
scholarships covering 75% of tuition for qualifying MDiv students who identify as pan-Wesleyan, and 
those pursuing chaplaincy through Candler’s new chaplaincy concentration. In addition, all incoming 
students in the master of divinity, master of theological studies, and master of religious leadership 
programs will receive awards covering at least 50% of tuition.  

This year also saw the launch of two pilot “formation communities,” off-campus student housing that 
focuses on intentional living and spiritual formation. Students from multiple degree programs applied to 
take part in these pilot groups. At the start of the year, the housemates created a “rule of life” to guide 
their days together, emphasizing prayer, fellowship, and celebration. A house chaplain—a Candler faculty 
member or church leader—supports them and shares in the journey. The ten students who took part this 
year describe feeling a richer sense of community and deeper connections to God and one another in the 
midst of their busy lives. It is clear that this fulfills a need for our seminarians, and we eagerly anticipate 
the program’s growth in the coming years.  

Candler’s student body continues to reflect the diversity and breadth of the Christian faithful, with an 
enrollment of 470 from 12 countries and 38 states, with 40 percent people of color (U.S.) and a median 
age of 27 among MDivs. Students represent 42 denominations, with 45% of all students and 50% of 
MDivs coming from the Methodist family.  

We offer six single degrees and ten dual degrees pairing theology with bioethics, business, international 
development, law, public health, and social work. Our Doctor of Ministry degree is 90 percent online, so 
students can remain in their places of ministry while completing their degrees.  

Candler draws strength and inspiration from its relationship with The United Methodist Church. Our 
ability to fulfill our mission of educating faithful and creative leaders for the church’s ministries 
throughout the world depends upon your prayers, partnership, and support. Thank you for the countless 
ways you advance this vital ministry in the life of our denomination. We invite you to visit us in person or 
online at candler.emory.edu.  

http://www.candler.emory.edu/

