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Dean L. Gregory Jones, Dean of the Divinity School and Ruth W. and A. Morris Williams Jr. 
Distinguished Professor of Theology and Christian Ministry, had his term as dean extended for a full five 
years through 2023. 

The Duke Endowment awarded Duke Divinity School a $12 million grant in support of Duke Divinity 
School’s three core priorities and traditions: Thriving communities enlivened by healthy congregations 
and gifted pastors, embodied wisdom through rigorous intellectual vitality, and creative institutions that 
inspire imaginative and transformative leadership including the Thriving Communities Fellowship 
program, which will provide 52 new full-tuition scholarships over the next four years. 

Duke Divinity School launched the Duke Divinity: Black Pastoral Leadership Collaboration which will 
draw on original research in Black church traditions and historical examples of effective Black church 
leadership to train and build networks of effective leaders for the Black church of today and the future. 
The collaboration will be led by the Rev. David Emmanuel Goatley, research professor of theology and 
Black church studies and director of the Office of Black Church Studies at Duke Divinity School. 

In 2019, Duke Divinity School welcomed 215 new students from 33 different states and seven other 
countries, including Canada, Malaysia, Singapore, South Korea, Taiwan, Thailand and Zimbabwe. The 
Master of Theological Studies (M.T.S.) and Master of Arts in Christian Practice (M.A.C.P.) degree 
programs received record enrollments of 35 students and 22 students respectively. The Master of 
Theology (Th.M., 14 students), Doctor of Ministry (D.Min., 20 students), and Doctor of Theology (Th.D., 
4 students) all had strong enrollment. The D.Min. program was named the top online program by 
TheBestSchools.org. Duke Divinity’s new Certificate in Theology and Health Care will enroll 8 students, 
all of whom are fellows with the Theology, Medicine, and Culture (T.M.C.) Initiative at the school. The 
M.T.S. program also includes 8 students who are T.M.C. fellows, for a record year of 16 total fellows. 
The M.Div. degree program gained 110 new students, with minority students comprising more than 32 
percent of the incoming M.Div. class, and Black students comprising 18 percent of the incoming M.Div. 
class. Female students made up 44 percent of incoming M.Div. students, while males were 56 percent. 
There were 24 denominations represented in the M.Div. entering class, with 42 percent affiliated with The 
United Methodist Church. 

Two new faculty members, Brent Strawn and Brett McCarty, joined the DDS faculty in July 2019. 
Strawn, Professor of Old Testament, is an ordained elder in the North Georgia Conference. Strawn has a 
secondary appointment as a Professor of Law at Duke University School of Law. Prior to joining the 
Duke faculty, Strawn taught at Candler School of Theology at Emory University for eighteen years. 

McCarty, Assistant Research Professor of Theological Ethics, is a theological ethicist whose work centers 
on questions of faithful action within health care. He is associate director of the Theology, Medicine, and 
Culture Initiative at Duke Divinity School, and he holds a joint appointment in the School of Medicine’s 
Department of Population Health Sciences.  

Randy Maddox, William Kellon Quick Professor of Wesleyan and Methodist Studies, general editor of 
the Wesley Works Editorial Project, and elder in the Dakotas Conference, retires at the end of the 2019-
2020 academic year. 

United Methodist faculty member Brittany Wilson received tenure and promotion to the rank of Associate 
Professor. 

Tito Madrazo joined the administrative leadership of the Divinity School as Senior Strategist for the 
Hispanic House of Studies. He will also serve as a consulting faculty member.  

The Hispanic-Latino/a Preaching Initiative is currently in its fifth year of providing high quality 
theological education to current and aspiring Hispanic-Latino/a ministers. 21 students from multiple 
denominations are taking courses with us this year. 



The Duke Endowment has also awarded Duke Divinity School a grant of $5.5 million over five years to 
cultivate meaning and purpose across diverse professional schools at Duke. The Lilly Endowment has 
also awarded grants to Duke Divinity School to coordinate initiatives on “Thriving in Ministry” and 
“Thriving Congregations” across the United States. 

Duke Divinity School has a partnership with Huntingdon College and Virginia Wesleyan University to 
create streamlined admissions process and private campus events in order to better equip students from 
those institutions with a calling to serve the church. In an effort to expand access for quality theological 
formation to students, pastors, and lay leaders in the Nashville Episcopal Area, DDS is also partnering 
with the Turner Center at Martin Methodist College to offer theological training for innovative and 
entrepreneurial ministries. 


