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Saint Paul School of Theology, a seminary of the United Methodist 
Church, is committed to the formation of people for innovative, 
creative ministry. We are one institution with campuses in Kansas and 
Oklahoma. During the 2019-2020 academic year, the seminary 
enrollment in master and doctoral degree programs increased by 11%. 

Saint Paul School of Theology began the 2019-2020 academic year with the addition of Dr. Casey 
Sigmon in her new role as Assistant Professor of Preaching and Worship, and Director of Contextual 
Education. Dr. Sigmon has also made innovative changes to the weekly worship service as Chapel 
Coordinator. Saint Paul also welcomed Dr. Anne Walker as the new Executive Director of the Oklahoma 
Campus. 

With the addition of Dr. Walker to Saint Paul came a new webinar offering titled, “Explore Calling: A 
Guide to Helping Others Answer the Call.” Offered complimentary, the webinar provides a resource for 
anyone looking to nurture a culture of call in their congregation; including meeting one-on-one with 
congregations looking to reach out to their community. Dr. Walker also launched the Vision OK 
Advisory Committee to serve the purpose of gaining support for and assisting in the development of the 
Oklahoma Campus. Similarly new this year, Dr. Melissa Pearce along with Dr. Walker hosted Listening 
Sessions to learn more about the challenges pastoral leaders face and dream together about how 
theological education might meet the changing demands of their ministry. 

This March, Saint Paul marked its 60th anniversary with a celebration featuring keynote speaker Past 
President Dr. Lovett H. Weems, Jr. honoring 60+ years of theological education. Students, alumni, 
faculty, and the entire Saint Paul community came together for dinner, reminiscing and looking towards 
the future. During the celebration, Rev. Dr. Lois V. Glory-Neal was recognized as the 2020 Distinguished 
Graduate Award winner. In 1989, Rev. Dr. Glory-Neal of the Oklahoma Indian Missionary Conference 
became the first Native American woman to be ordained elder. She became the first Native American 
district superintendent in 1992. Saint Paul also presented Ms. Sally Firestone with the Board Lifetime 
Achievement award for her years of service. 

Saint Paul’s staff and faculty continue to contribute to the academy, church, and society. Dr. Anne Walker 
worked along with co-writer Dori Grinenko Baker on Tru Colors, a guide for assisting young adults in 
exploring ministry as a career. Tru Colors, from Discipleship Ministry, was published in March 2020. Dr. 
Casey Sigmon wrote the sermon “The Fruit of Self-Control” in the published book, Preaching to Teach: 
Inspire People to Think and Act. Additionally, as part of the 2019 Lectionary Commentaries on the 
website workingpreacher.org, Dr. Sigmon and Dr. Israel Kamudzandu contributed commentaries. In 
addition, Dr. Sigmon recently published “Homiletical Possibilities and Challenges in Colossians” in The 
Review & Expositor journal from November 2019.  

In September 2019, Saint Paul Board of Trustees added four new members to their ranks: alumna Rev. 
Jennifer Ahrens-Sims of St. Stephen’s UMC, Mrs. Dana Aldridge of SS&C Technologies, Mrs. Linda 
Shipman with Dairy Farmers of America Inc., and alumnus Rev. David Wiggs with Boston Avenue 
UMC. In addition, earlier in the year faculty emeritus Rev. Dr. Tex Sample became Board Chair. Saint 
Paul is financially sound and is operating with a balanced budget. The changes made throughout the past 
few years have established a solid financial foundation for years of sustainability. With the Board’s 
assistance, the seminary continues to focus on its mission and works to continuously enhance and 
evaluate the strategic plans in place to guide us into the future. 

Saint Paul held several events and forums this year beginning with hosting an Overland Park Chamber of 
Commerce Wednesday Wake-up where Overland Park business members and community leaders started 
their day on the Kansas Campus with coffee, networking, and learning more about the seminary’s 

https://www.workingpreacher.org/


mission. In November, Saint Paul was the host location for the Metro Organization for Racial and 
Economic Equity (MORE2) Faith and Democracy Prayer Breakfast. MORE2 and Church of the 
Resurrection are partnering with Saint Paul in the recently launched Doctor of Ministry focus, “Spiritual 
Leadership in Unsettled Times.” Throughout the year, students on both campuses participated in 
educational forums with discussions on a myriad of topics such as, “Sustaining Pastoral Leadership 
Through Personal Wellness,” “Transgender Day of Remembrance,” and “The Enneagram and Your 
Spiritual Growth.” Saint Paul was blessed to have many alumni return to lead worship in the weekly 
chapel services. Rev. Shannon Hancock, alumna and Director of Admissions, brought the message on the 
Kansas Campus during the MLK Jr. Worship Celebration while alumnus Rev. Bryan Lampkins preached 
on the Oklahoma Campus. This past January, Saint Paul was proud to host the United Methodist 
Theological Field Educators Meeting on the Kansas Campus. This year’s theme was “Vicissitude: 
Navigating Call and Mission as Contextual Educators in 2020. In April, the Evangelical Society hosted a 
lecture featuring Dr. Kimberly Alexander, author of Pentecostal Healing: Models of Theology and 
Practice and co-author of Women in Leadership: A Pentecostal Perspective and What Women Want: 
Pentecostal Women Ministers Speak for Themselves. 

Honoring Saint Paul’s longstanding commitment to praxis learning and ministry, part of the 2019-2020 
curriculum included practicums which are workshop-style seminars that teach ministry skills. For Spring 
2020 FOCUS Week, Alumnus Rev. Dr. Emanuel Cleaver III, Senior Pastor of St. James UMC, taught the 
course Urban Church in the 21st century which explores the Urban Church and its context in relation to 
ministerial practices and theological understandings. 

For the 2019-2020 fiscal year, Saint Paul Course of Study (COS) School educated 265 individual students 
with a total registration of 650 classes; offering a total of 53 courses located in Leawood, Kansas; Hays, 
Kansas; Oklahoma City, Oklahoma; Columbia, Missouri; and Springfield, Missouri. Saint Paul is in the 
second year of offering a hybrid (online and on-campus) schedule for six courses during the Winter term. 
Plans to increase the number of hybrid course offerings are in development. Saint Paul launched a part-
time, accelerated pilot COS satellite program (PML) in Columbia, Missouri in 2018 and added a second 
track in 2019. Comprised of nine courses in practical theology, this COS option is designed specifically 
for part-time local pastors or certified lay ministers entering ministry following completion of the 
Missouri Conference Licensing School. The PML satellite program is a collaborative program of Saint 
Paul Course of Study Regional School with the Missouri Conference. Since September 2018, COS has 
offered six courses and enrolled 30 individual students in the PML satellite program. 

Saint Paul School of Theology is blessed to be in ministry in the name of Jesus Christ and to help others 
respond to God’s call. We are a seminary that offers classes and experiences to folks from many 
denominations and faith walks. Our work as faculty and staff is to provide excellence in theological and 
practical education for ALL persons called and capable to attend. Remember: “Where two or more are 
gathered” Christ is there with us. 

President Neil Blair, Saint Paul trustees, faculty, staff, alumni, and students thank you for your interest, 
prayers and support. 
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