
Intercessory Prayer on Election Day  
With the Appointive Cabinet of The Desert Southwest Conference 
 
As the election draws near Bishop Bob Hoshibata and the appointive cabinet are aware of just how much 
our pastors and churches have been praying for wisdom, healing and peace with justice as the election 
draws to a close. We wanted to join with you,  the members and friends of The Desert Southwest 
Conference, for a brief time of intercessory prayer on Tuesday, November 3, 2020 – Election Day, at 7 AM 
as the polls open. Once the election is over, we are aware that all of us have work to do. God has called us 
to be witnesses of love and grace for such a time as this.   
 
Intercessory Prayer 
 
Bishop Bob Hoshibata – Call to Prayer 
Dear Friends, 
 
The world that we live in is facing incredible, increasing upheaval. We are dealing with the Covid-19 
pandemic, with racism and with unrest.  All of this is challenging enough, but now we are facing the end 
to a most contentious election cycle. Your appointive Cabinet has been holding you tightly in our prayers, 
grateful for your ministries as laity and clergy following Jesus Christ here in the Desert Southwest 
Confidence. 
 
So, as we near election day, we pray even more fervently and we ask you to join us. For these last few days 
of campaigning, as balloting has already begun; for election day, for peace on November 3.  And for the 
days after the formal balloting is over, we need your prayers of love and grace to intervene where there is 
disagreement, protest, violence. We need your prayers for love and grace to instill in us confidence in the 
election process, and we need your prayers for a peaceful transition to a future with hope. 
 
Let us unite our hearts as we turn to God asking God to deliver us from violence and hold our 
communities, our nation and our churches in peace. There is so much to lift up to God, so let us be in 
prayer! 
 
(Rev. Matt Ashley, South District Superintendent) 
Living Word,  
We are blessed by the opportunity to vote in a free, fair, and safe election. We acknowledge the weight of 
responsibility that comes with choosing our nation’s leaders. And so we ask for your wisdom as we 
choose which candidates and causes to support. May our votes be a reflection of our values and an 
expression of our faith. Through our votes may we seek the good of all people and not just our own gain. 
And may our votes guide our nation towards a vision of justice and liberty for all people. 
 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer… 
 
 
(Rev. Nancy Cushman, West District Superintendent) 

Gracious God, you have entrusted us with this good land and the honorable ideals upon which 
we were founded. Guide our nation to live those ideals of liberty and justice for all people. As we 
elect officials and representatives, guide us to make wise decisions for the well-being of our 
neighbors, ourselves, and this nation that we may fulfill your purposes and honor your trust.  



 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer… 
 
 
(Rev. David McPherson, Director of New and Vital Faith) 

O God, we pray for healing: 
Healing of our nation that is divided over so many issues that bring harm rather than hope, 
healing of our churches less we forget that what unites us is not politics or who we vote for, but 
united by the name of Jesus through whom we draw closer to you and your will, healing of our 
relationships so that might have been harmed because we needed to listen more than speak, 
needed to remember that one’s motives are usually better than we assume. 
We pray for healing.  
 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer… 
 
 
(Rev. Dan Morley, North District Superintendent) 
Merciful and Ever-Loving God, 
Thank you for the gift of forgiveness. We need your guiding Spirit to have the strength, the 
grace, and the mercy to let go and to forgive and to have an openness for something new to 
begin. In this time as our nation casts votes for our leaders, we seek forgiveness for stereotypes 
and judgements we have made toward one another through this process. Speeches and rallies 
bring out the energy and passion from us but also the divisions between us. It is your forgiveness 
through Christ which heals and restores and unites.  
Every-Loving God we seek and so need to enter into your forgiveness.  
 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer… 
 
 
(Rev. N. Susan Brims, East District Superintendent) 
We humble ourselves  in your presence, gracious and loving One.  On this day we do pray for 
our nation and for those who are elected to office.  May those who lead us set their hearts on a 
good greater than political parties.  Let those who are elected and all of us focus on what it 
means to be one nation under God.  As we await the results of today’s election call us to 
remember that as the people of the Desert Southwest Conference our identity is as your 
disciples.  Help us to embrace the mission and ministry you have placed before us. And let these 
words of vision guide our relationships, our conversations, and our actions – as we remember 
that you call us to be a courageous church – loving like Jesus, acting for justice and united in 
hope.   Hear our prayer, this day and always.   Amen and amen.   
 
 
 



As your appointive cabinet, we want to thank the people of the Desert Southwest Conference for 
allowing us to join our hearts together with you for this brief time of prayer.  May God’s peace 
fill your hearts and minds.  Blessings.   


