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West District announces their theme for 2021:
“Season of Change”
“There is a time for everything and a season for
every activity under heaven…” (3:1)
“…a time to tear and a time to mend,
a time to be silent and a time to speak,
a time to love and a time to hate,
a time for war and a time to make peace.”
~ Ecclesiastes 3: 1, 7 – 8”

BIG CHANGES COMING TO WEST DISTRICT EVENTS
(at least until we get all–clear from our conference)
Please read the calendar CAREFULLY and note
changes to share with your membership.
The new 2021 West District Directory
is going to be DIGITAL this year. Get
your information to me as soon as
possible or expect a phone call. The
directory will be published online and
each until will run off their own copies
should they want a paper copy.
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
DESERT SOUTHWEST CONFERENCE
WEST DISTRICT

2021 LOCAL ORGANIZATION CALENDAR

All of these events are dependent upon decisions made by the leadership of the
Desert Southwest Conference according to the current pandemic conditions.
West District Leadership Development Day (LDD) Training
Practice training for ZOOM LDD
9:00 am

January 9, 2021
First United Methodist Church, Sun City

West District LDD
9:00 am

January 22 – 23, 2021
ZOOM meeting in your own home

Cactus Patch Articles Due

February 15, 2021

Desert Southwest United Methodist Women Spring Spiritual Retreat
ZOOM retreat in your own home ( TBA - ?)
March 20 – 21, 2021
Day of Giving 150th Anniversary

March 23, 2021

West District Finance Meeting – Financial review and goal setting
Cactus Patch Articles Due

April 24, 2021
May 15, 2021

Desert Southwest Annual Conference

June 9 – 13, 2021

Mission u, East/West Districts

To be determined

Cactus Patch Articles Due

August 15, 2021

West District Annual Celebration
West District Host

October 2, 2021

Desert Southwest Conference Annual Celebration
West District Host

October 22 - 23, 2021

Cactus Patch Articles Due

November 15, 2021

Please send Cactus Patch articles to Cheryl Buchholtz: westsecBuchholtz@yahoo.com.
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Conversation with Colleen

United Methodist Church DSW WD President Colleen Becker
cbecker14@cox.net

Greetings from your President
Who would have thought when the churches closed their doors in mid-March they would still be
closed in November? Definitely not me. ZOOM meetings have become a new way of life. They might be a
good substitute but I would much rather meet in person.
The combined Annual Celebrations in October took much more planning than the individual ones have in
the past.
Also because of the necessity of using the webinar we could not even see the faces of everyone in
attendance. Hopefully by next year we can go back to a more normal way of life, whatever normal is going
to be. West District Leadership Development Days in January will probably be ZOOM meetings. That is not
the ideal way to conduct training classes, but it will probably be the safest way for all concerned.
As we are approaching year end, it is the time of year that reports are due to your West District
Officers. We need to be hearing from you soon because we have reports to send to our Conference
Officers.
Wishing all of you a safe and enjoyable holiday season. We are being told to not meet with family
to celebrate Christmas. Many will not do this. Blessings that no matter how you decide to spend the
Christmas holidays that you stay well.
Colleen Becker, West District President

Notes from Christine Jones

United Methodist Women DSW WD Program Resources
jones.sensei@gmail.com

It is that time of year again, the time of year to submit your reading reports! If you have been
reading your United Methodist Women recommended reads for the reading program, be sure to submit
your name and plan to your Secretary of Program Resources. I am getting ready to prepare those
certificates for the coming new year and those days are just around the corner. If you did not receive a
copy of the form from me by email, please contact me right away.
I hope you have been able to find some of the wonderful new ways of sharing your love of reading with
friends and family. Did you start a Zoom reading club? Did you use the library to access reading program
recommendations? I would love to hear about your reading program experiences.
Maybe you are like Prescott United Methodist Church who had a special reading group "Hooked On
Books" that has been meeting on Zoom since July! They even have non-member participants. Tell me more
about what you are doing with your circles; I would love to hear about it.
In January, I will be transitioning to a new position (Vice President) so be sure to send those Reading
Forms on time so the certificates can be made before I leave the position.
In His hands, Christine Jones
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Chatter from Cheryl

United Methodist Women DSW WD Secretary Cheryl Buchholtz
westsecBuchholtz@yahoo.com

LADIES, WE HAVE A SERIOUS ISSUE AND I NEED YOUR ASSISTANCE
WITH SUGGESTIONS ON HOW TO SOLVE THE PROBLEM.
It has been brought to my attention that the Cactus Patch is not being read
by many of our membership. How do I know? Because the mail program “tattles” on
us. I get statistics about how many open the newsletter, click on the links we add,
or just simply delete. The Cactus Patch is a time intensive effort to supply our
members with information about Desert Southwest Conference and West District
events and programs, reports from the units and what our National United Methodist
Women are involved in to make a difference in our world. Please bring this to your
unit’s attention and ask them to share what we can do to make the newsletter more
interesting to the membership.
It is very important that we find ways to encourage our ladies to open and
share the Cactus Patch. Here are a few ideas:
•
•
•
•

•

Run off a few copies to share at the unit meetings and circle gatherings
Deliver a printed copy to those women who cannot attend meetings
Assign someone from the meeting to share an article or two from the
current issue
Make sure when an event is approaching that requires registrations that the
information is shared right from the Cactus Patch – especially giving
everyone enough time to plan to attend.
We need to share our enthusiasm about United Methodist Women – we are a
force to be reckoned with and we need to support everything we can that
our society stands for. Many people across the globe depend on us.

Good luck. I am counting on you to share the Cactus Patch and your findings from your
discussions with your membership.
Cheryl Buchholtz, West District Secretary and Communications Coordinator
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Committee on Nominations

United Methodist Women DSC WD Chair Vicki Keel
vkeel55@gmail.com
As I tried to gather my thoughts for writing this article; my mind kept going in so
many directions that I had to just sit down and center myself. So, I’ll simply get to the
point.
West District needs a few of you to become the nominations committee.
What is really required is to step out in faith- the willingness to be out of your
comfort zone. Primarily it’s a time commitment. Many of us already do some of the things
the committee should be doing - reaching out to peers, checking in and finding out what they
are doing and finding out what their aspirations are as far as becoming a future officer and
of course, do they know of someone who may be considering or feels called to help.
To be honest, most of our new recent officers were asked by an existing officer to
serve but we should have an active committee that cultivates a list of potential future
officers. Don’t like to talk on the phone? - There is always email. For some of us we who
aren’t technically challenged there is Face time and ZOOM, another means to interact.
There are 4 district meetings to attend. You could, like me, find that our organization has
some amazing women in leadership and we easily form other friendship bonds.
Our predecessors survived a lack of rights, war and even a pandemic! If you’re not
able to serve in office, please prayerfully consider doing so in the future. I also ask that you
reach out to other members in your circle or your church and encourage them to consider
joining the Nominations committee.
I would love to hear from you. Let’s step out in faith together to ensure United
Methodist Women continues for another 150 years and that West District thrives.
Blessings, Vicki Keel, Chair of Nominations

$$$$ Money Matters $$$$
United Methodist Women DSC WD
Michele Justice, West District Treasurer

Greetings and salutations from your Treasurer! I am amazed how fast this year has flown by,
(and very grateful as well). We have learned that we can survive and we can thrive when our
circumstances change and require us to become creative followers of our Lord. I pray you all are doing
well and anticipating the upcoming celebration of the birth of our Savior! Yes, it will be different this
year, but then, it is a little bit different every year, even though we cherish our family traditions.
For the treasurers of each United Methodist Women unit, please remember that your final year
end monies need to be in the West District Treasury by the 10 th of December. I have my reminder set for
December 1st for submitting my local unit’s final remittance.
This will allow me enough time to get your funds entered, deposited, and sent to the Conference
Treasurer. I will be emailing all the treasurers a copy of the remittance form, the year-end financial
reporting form, and a form for a budget guideline for the coming year in the near future.
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If you have any questions, please contact me. I am pleased and confident to report that your West
District will once again meet our pledged amount to the Desert Southwest Conference this year.
It has been my pleasure to serve the West District in this capacity and I look forward to 2021 with
anticipation of good things to come. I thank all of you for your steadfast resolve to the Purpose of
United Methodist Women. Your continued efforts to support women, children and youth throughout
the world are a testimony to our commitment to our Lord’s calling “for the least of these”. May God’s
blessing be with you and your loved ones throughout the remainder of this year.
Your sister in Christ,
Michele Justice, West District Treasurer
623-692-7101

Spiritual Growth
United Methodist Women DSC WD

Jen Kistler
Hello Sisters in Christ!
This month I have chosen a Mission Witness from page 23 in the
Prayer Calendar. This was written by Debbie Aylmer, Order of
Deaconess and Home Missioner, Retired Black Creek, Georgia.
Where would we be without our sisters and brothers in Christ?
To touch and be touched, emotionally and intellectually.
To uplift with spirit and strength. To serve with words and deeds.
To love across miles and within arm’s length. This is family.
This is Jesus. This is love.
We must remember we as Christians, we are never alone. We as a group are here to help
those in need. Even if we are the ones in need. Let us all put our efforts and prayers to
work in Jesus’s name.
Stay well and in touch with our creator. Christ, Jen Kistler.
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Education for Mission and Social Action
United Methodist Women DSC WD

Linda Triolo
We are sad to say that Linda Triolo, Education for Missions and Social Justice Chairs, has made the
decision to join her family in Tennessee. This will be her last contribution to the Cactus Patch. We
will miss her greatly but often life experiences lead us unexpectedly in new directions.
Here is part of Linda’s letter and article:
United Methodist Women continues to do good for women and children all over the world. We are
all connected. I will miss my friends in AZ. Attending the Assembly in Columbus, Ohio, a couple of
years ago was an eye-opening good revelation of heroic ladies doing good in our world. My heart is
with the heroic ladies of the United Methodist Women.
The System: Who Rigged It, How We Fix It, by Robert Reich
Emotional Intelligence 2.0, by Travis Bradberry and Jean Greaves. Our emotions determine how we
respond to everything and what we do with our lives and how well we do it! My son read this book
for the college course in business leadership he is taking and passed it along.
For fun reading, I read Elizabeth Berg's The Story of Arthur Truluv, Night of Miracles, and The
Great reading, you'll be sad
when they are over with. Elizabeth Crook wrote two wonderful historical novels about the beginnings
of Texas, The Which Way Tree and Promised Lands, A Novel of the Texas Rebellion. These really
kept me company and I enjoyed them very much. Most of them I downloaded onto my phone from
the Greater Phoenix public library system through Libby, One I downloaded from Amazon onto my
family's shared Google Play Books app, also on my phone.

thoist
Confession Club, in that order, since they are sequels of each other.

Blessings and love,
Linda Triolo
DUE DATE
Mar. 30
May 15
Sept. 1
Nov. 30
Dec. 10
Dec. 10
Dec. 31
Dec. 31
Dec. 31

WHEN REPORTS ARE DUE
Census Report Form
Marilyn Jean Chapman Scholarship and
Marilyn Sue Stout Scholarship Applications
Memorial List
Your local organization’s officers
information for new directory
Local Organization Final Financial Report
Reading Program Participant’s Information
Living the Charter for Racial Justice
Reporting Form
Mission Today Forms
Outstanding Local Organization Form
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SEND TO
National Website
District President
District Membership Care
Coordinator
District Secretary
District Treasurer
District Secretary of
Program Resources
District Social Action
Coordinator
District President
District Education for Mission
Coordinator

Desert Southwest Conference – North District – Everyone is invited!
Mini Mission u - "Finding Peace in an Anxious World”
based on the book by Erin James-Brown
We are excited to offer our first Mini Mission u virtual event!
We hope you will join us:
Saturday, January 9, 2021
12:00-2:30 PM Mountain Standard Time (11:00 AM-1:30 PM Pacific Time)
All are Welcome!
Cost: $10
Registration deadline is January 4, 2021. No late registrations.
A Timely Spiritual Growth Study!
“Finding Peace in an Anxious World” edited by Erin James-Brown
Spiritual teachings to help us find Serenity-Acceptance-Courage-Wisdom-from the Serenity Prayer.
Study Leader: Rev. Patti Blackwood, Minister of Congregational Care for Prescott UMC.
https://dscumc.org/event/mini-mission-u/
The link takes you to the Registration page.

The Mini-Misson u takes place on the same day at the West District ZOOM practice at
9:00 am. The ZOOM practice is for those attendees who do not feel comfortable with
the ZOOM application.
If you wish to attend this mini-Mission u, you will be able to do both since Mission u
doesn’t start until 11:00 am.
Be sure that you register for the Mini-Mission u.
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Advent &

Christmas in our

Neighborhood

Trinity United
Methodist Church,
Phoenix

We may have been on Virus Vacation
but we are NOT CLOSED. Trinity has
not only had weekly ZOOM church
meetings but we now have Church on
the Quad on Sunday evenings. While
our
church is still physically closed, the
mission work of the church and the United Methodist Women has continued.
Our outreach globally, nationally and locally has continued – and our efforts to
fundraise for our mission work proved we could “outsmart” COVID restrictions.
We raised over $5000 to help fund efforts in Guinea to build a pediatric clinic
(Hope Ignited); we had our first virtual bake sale and were successful with our
congregation’s support to be able to meet our United Methodist Pledge
Commitments. We’re getting ready to have our annual Christmas Cookie Sale. Cookies will be sold online
and on December 13, we will have a “drive-by pickup and delivery service” of the purchased cookies.
Needed mission work has to be continued during this pandemic and the members of the Trinity United
Methodist Women are stepping up to the “cookie” plate!

Shepherd of the Hills United Methodist Women
Shepherd of the Hills United Methodist
Women have continued with our mission to
support women, children and youth around the
world. During 2019 we distributed thousands of
dollars to organizations like Benevilla, A Mighty
Change of Heart, The Native American Minority
Foundation, Wesley Center, The Shepherd of the
Hills United Methodist Church Inn Project, and
Justa Center. We continue to support Valley View Food Bank, Salvation Army, UMOM, Dysart Community
Center, and Luke Air Force base as well.
We are still actively participating in the United Methodist Women National Reading Program and our
January 2020 meeting focused on suggested books found in our Shepherd of the Hills library. We also
installed our new officers: President, Sandy Bradley. Vice President, Peggy Pollay. Secretary, Cindy Larson.
Treasurer, Jan Bosio.
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Prescott United Methodist Women

Introducing the new president of Prescott United Methodist Women:
Cheri Hull
Cheri is a lifelong Methodist having held many church positions from
church camp counselor, Sunday School teacher, UMW member, multiple
committees, SPRC (including at PUMC), and she currently serves on the
Commission on Communication for the Desert Southwest Conference. An
Indiana native until 2006, she and her husband Steve lived in Phoenix for 13
years and now for over 2 years in Prescott Valley. Cheri’s career as an
executive encompassed 40+ years within nonprofits, for-profits and state
government. She continues as an independent consultant working with
management in leadership development, internal communication, and team
training, and is requested for public speaking on leadership development. Additionally, Cheri serves on
the Yavapai Community College Foundation Board. She is looking forward to continuing service to
PUMC and positively growing the UMW together with all women.

Prescott United Methodist Church Invited all women to their 2020 women’s Retreat
“FEASTING ON COURAGE”
The “virtual” gathering using ZOOM technology took place Friday, Nov 6 and Saturday,
Nov 7. We joined from the comfort of your own home. Their invitation to all was:
Please come as we boldly, FEAST ON COURAGE!

Prescott United Methodist Church held its 7th Annual Women’s Retreat via Zoom on Nov. 6
from 6:30 pm-8:00 pm and continued on Sat. Nov. 7 from 10:00am until 12 noon. Six of the
planning team members were United Methodist Women. We all met under the big tent on the
church campus in mid-October where the church services were being held at that time to pack
the Love Gift Boxes which we sent out to all 36 attendees. We mailed the out of town folks’
boxes and hand delivered to those in the area. We had 4 gals from the West District Team
attend and then one person from Nebraska and one from Oregon join the local ladies. It turned
out wonderful and everyone was so glad to see all the women and be able to discuss as a large
group and in small discussion groups our topic “Feasting on Courage” and what that meant to us
during these uncertain times healing with the COVID-19 virus. We didn’t start out planning a
Zoom Retreat but as with everything else, we had to zig & zag and learn new ways to do things.
It turned into a blessing and we were so glad to see everyone that attended our retreat!
Thanks for making it a success.
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Packing up the Love Gift boxes
for the retreat,

PRESCOTT FALL FESTIVAL REVIEW submitted by Cheryl, Colleen, Vicki
and Christine – West District Officers who attended
Little did we know when we registered for the Prescott United Methodist Church 7 th Annual
Women’s Retreat “Feasting on Courage”, how spiritual, uplifting and “fun” our experiences
would be. Not only did we have a great time, they provided us with a model that can be used
by other groups to put on similar events.
Each registered attendee was sent a Love Gift well in advance of the retreat and it was full of
the program booklet and lot of goodies with suggestions as to how to use them. The Love Box
made all of us excited with anticipation of the retreat…and thank you to all of the women who
worked so hard to put this amazing retreat together.
The program booklet was filled with an agenda that was planned perfectly for the hours we
were together…we had ice breakers, music, presentations by the planning committee, small
group interactions and communion. The program booklet contained prayers, thoughtful
articles about courage. There were also biographies and pictures of women of faith and
courage…it gave us a lot to think about. Scriptures were sprinkled throughout the readings.
It is always good to see our friends and Prescott reached out to all of us to join with them. We
continue to thank them for including us – and many of us look forward to attending in person
next time…if not – we’ll see them on zoom!
The pictures below are of the ladies preparing the
11 love boxes! You guys are the greatest!

Gila Mountain United Methodist Women
Submitted by Sherry Lehl

Naomi Circle, our crafty ladies,
were able to start meeting again the first of October. We meet weekly and make items for our UMW craft
sales, which, due to COVID, are not being held at this time. But it is enjoyable to finally get together again
and see what everyone is working on and share ideas. At this time of year we would normally be working
on centerpieces and favors for our Christmas Tea that we have in early December. But that too is canceled
due to COVID. So, we will just craft on, try to stay well, and hope for some normalcy sometime next year.
Peace and grace to all.
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