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An artificial turf walkway now
surrounds the nearly 1-acre
Zion Garden Park. The artificial 
turf is a permeable surface 
which helps increase water 
conservation and prevent heat
islanding in this urban location.
This provides a space for
walking around the entire
garden, making it more
accessible, especially for those
with disabilities. It also adds
color and is easy to maintain.

View of the garden showing the artificial turf walkway which
surrounds the garden



These trees, which include peaches, 
plums, pears, apples, walnuts, pecans, 
and more, have been planted and irrigated 
along the east gate of the garden.

These vines, which include a variety 
of table grapes, have been planted

and irrigated along the south gate of
the garden. Community members 

have become involved in maintaining 
and caring for the growing plants.



3,000 sq. ft. of cropland within the garden have been excavated
(shown above) which included the removal of 100 cubic yards of native
soil as well as the breaking up of an additional 100 cubic yards of hard
desert land. In addition, soils were mixed to create blended soils and
put back into the ground where the native soil was removed. Then,
high quality top soils and mulch were added as well for optimum
agricultural production. The cropland was also irrigated with an
automated watering system and is getting planting with spring crops.

View of the cropland excavation and soil augmentation



A farmhouse with work space and
tool storage is being added to 
help facilitate garden activities.

Other features being provided for through
this funding include garden supplies and 
equipment, resource-efficient irrigation
systems throughout for water conservation,
pest management, and lighting.

There are plans to add solar energy
to the farmhouse to provide clean,
renewable energy resources.

View of the Farmhouse design



Funding through the USDA-NRCS is 
being provided to the garden for a
hoop house, pictured to the right. It will
cover the 3,000 square feet of cropland
to extend the growing season.

Growing Gears, a community partner, has
donated an integrated growing sphere for the 
onsite production of seedlings for the garden.



Energy Tree and Zion UMC are working
together to expand sustainable and 
advanced urban agriculture technologies
within the Choice Neighborhood Urban 
Core to increase the production of
nutritious foods in the community. As
part of the Choice NRSA, Energy Tree is 
providing funding and in-kind services to
accomplish these efforts.

Energy Tree has provided a hydroponics and indoor growing research and
production lab at Zion Urban Farm. This component of the urban farm allows
for the discovery of ways to increase the production of fresh fruits and
vegetables in the valley, which has limited water and local food resources.

Tomatoes, arugula, lettuce, and cucumbers growing at the
Zion Research & Production Lab



Nevada Plants, a local non-profit
organization, provided Zion with a
grant for trees, while Energy Tree
provided other resources for the 
development of the Community
Orchard at Zion Urban Farm.

The Community Orchard, which consists of 30 fruit & nut trees features 17 
different varietals and is part of the Community Tree Program being developed
by Energy Tree & Nevada Plants. For the program, community members can
come to the Zion Community Orchard to see and learn about the variety of
trees growing for the purpose of obtaining trees for their own homes. Energy
Tree is providing educational resources for the program and Nevada plants will
donate trees to community members who participate in the program.



Zion
UNITED 
METHODIST
CHURCH

is composed of 
members with expertise 
in urban agriculture,
hydroponics, water
conservation, trees,
landscaping,
construction, farming,
food systems, food
access, food security, 
community gardening,
greenhouses, indoor
agriculture, nutrition,
food preparation, and 
other technologies.



As part of the Energy Tree and
Zion UMC partnership, the Zion 
Ag Team participates in weekly 
hands-on trainings hosted by
Energy Tree for advanced
agricultural technologies.

The Zion Ag Team also holds planning 
meetings, works on designs for
development of the Urban Farm, and 
discusses future plans for additional
farm growth, farmer’s markets, and 
other activities.



Southern Nevada is located in 
the Mojave Desert and is home 
to the fewest farms in America.
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Las Vegas
imports over
99% of all food
resources and
fresh produce
can be very hard
to find.

Above: Produce section of local
grocery store in Las Vegas



2017 Urban Agriculture &
Food Sustainability Forum
Nevada Council on Food Security
Senate Bill 429, passed in 2017, authorizes the
development of vacant and blighted land as
urban agriculture zones, to include the use of
structures such as greenhouses, produce stands,
and instructional spaces.

Assembly Bill 326, passed in 2019, provides tax credits for businesses that invest
in fresh food retailers, such as grocery stores and farmers’ markets, in underserved 
communities.

Senate Bill 297, passed in 2021, authorizes further provisions for community
gardening and urban farms.

2018 U.S. FarmBill includes, for the first time ever, that priority status be given to
“States or regions with a high concentration of or significant interest in urban 
farms, rooftop farms, and indoor production facilities,” including hydroponics, etc.


